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REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1957 


Health  Department, 

Victoria  Road, 

West  Hartlepool. 

July,  1958. 

To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool. 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  West 
Hartlepool  for  the  year  1957. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  population  of  West  Hartlepool  during  1957 
present  a  mixed  picture.  On  the  one  hand  the  number  of  births  increased 
by  100,  from  1496  in  1956  to  1,596  in  1957,  the  highest  number  of  births  in 
the  last  ten  years.  The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  pop¬ 
ulation  rose  by  700  to  become  73,940.  These  are  healthy  signs.  On  the 
other  hand  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  in  particular  the  Members  of 
the  Health  Committee,  all  of  whom  have  been  so  interested  in  this  problem, 
will  be  disappointed  to  see  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  again  increased. 
Nine  more  children  died  during  the  year,  giving  an  infant  death  rate  of 
44  per  1,000  as  compared  to  a  rate  of  41  per  1,000  during  1956.  The  general 
death  rate  was  very  similar  to  last  year,  the  principal  causes  of  death  being 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation,  malignant  disease,  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  system,  and  vascular  diseases  of  the  central  nervous  system. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Infant  mortality  was  fully  discussed  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1956. 
In  view  of  its  importance  one  feels  justified  in  recapitulating  some  of  the 
many  factors  involved.  In  West  Hartlepool,  with  a  population  of  approx¬ 
imately  74,000,  and  an  average  number  of  births  each  year  of  between  1,500 
to  1,600  the  rates  will  fluctuate  by  chance  more  than  the  corresponding 
rates  for  larger  units  of  population.  Factors  mitigating  against  a  low  infant 
mortality  rate  are  that  the  town  is  situated  in  the  Northern  Region,  has  a 
high  birth  rate,  and  has  a  population  containing  a  higher  than  average 
proportion  of  persons  engaged  in  occupations  falling  into  the  Registrar 
General’s  Class  V.  Nevertheless,  after  full  allowance  is  given  to  these 
various  considerations,  the  level  of  infant  mortality  in  West  Hartlepool 
continued  to  be  unsatisfactory  during  1957.  The  infant  mortality  rate  in 
West  Hartlepool  was  at  43  . 86  per  1,000  live  births  almost  double  the  rate 
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of  23  for  England  and  Wales.  It  compares  unfavourably  with  the  rate  of 
23.. 2  for  South  Shields,  a  town  which  is  also  situated  in  the  Northern  region, 
and  is  higher  than  the  rates  in  certain  other  neighbouring  towns  namely, 
Stockton-on-Tees  (29.79),  Middlesbrough  (36)  and  Darlington  (32.. 6). 
To  decide  what  must  be  done  to  rectify  matters,  consideration  requires  to  be 
given  to  the  detailed  aspects  of  infant  mortality. 

This  has  been  done  in  previous  reports  to  the  Committee  as  well  as  in  the 
Annual  Reports  for  1955  and  1956.  Suffice  it  here  to  say  that  during  1957 
both  peri-natal  mortality  and  post-natal  mortality  were  unduly  high.  Neo¬ 
natal  mortality,  in  contrast  to  that  for  England  and  Wales,  actually  rose 
each  year  in  West  Hartlepool  from  1951  to  1956.  During  1957  a  very  slight 
reduction  of  this  rate  coupled  with  a  sharp  increase  in  the  still  birth  rate 
resulted  in  a  very  high  peri-natal  rate.  Foetal  loss  at  this  stage  is 
related  to  the  health  of  the  mother  and  to  the  care  which  she  receives  during 
pregnancy  and  labour.  In  regard  to  post-natal  mortality,  that  is  to  the 
deaths  which  occurred  after  the  end  of  one  month  but  before  the  age  of  one 
year,  one  finds  that  the  number  of  deaths  increased  by  six  as  compared  to 
1957,  that  out  of  the  total  of  24  post-natal  deaths,  22  occurred  between  the 
first  and  sixth  month,  and  that  the  great  majority  were  due  to  infection. 
The  social  conditions  to  which  the  child  returns  from  hospital,  housing 
standards,  and  the  care  which  the  child  receives  during  these  first  important 
months  are  all  relevant  to  these  deaths.  In  this  context  it  must  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  approximately  half  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  babies  already 
handicapped  at  the  time  of  birth  by  prematurity. 

This  brief  survey  demonstrates  as  previous  surveys  have  done,  that 
there  is  no  one  single  cause  for  the  disadvantageous  level  of  infant  mortality 
in  West  Hartlepool.  The  Council  have  taken  the  following  steps  each  and  all 
of  which  will  in  my  opinion  have  their  effect  in  due  course. 

(1)  The  Regional  Hospital  Board  has  been  asked  to  appoint  a  con¬ 
sultant  paediatrician  to  work  mainly  in  the  area  of  the  Hartlepool 
Hospital  Management  Committee. 

(2)  The  Council  has  itself  appointed  a  full-time  assistant  medical 
officer  for  maternity  and  child  welfare. 

(3)  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  Consultant  Obstetrician  to 
conduct  an  ante-natal  clinic  each  week  at  Stranton  House.  Sessions 
commenced  in  October,  1957,  and  once  the  clinic  is  established 
attendances  should  increase. 

(4)  The  Council  arranged  for  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education 
to  conduct  during  the  year  a  special  in-service  training  course  for 
appropriate  health  department  staff  with  special  reference  to 
infant  mortality. 
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(5)  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  parentcraft  classes,  given  by  the 
midwives  and  health  visitors  were  commenced  at  Stranton  House. 
These  facilities  might  well  be  extended  to  other  parts  of  the  town 
by  using  the  existing  infant  welfare  clinics. 

(6)  To  facilitate  the  exchange  of  information  between  all  those  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  care  of  the  expectant  mother,  a  personal  ante¬ 
natal  record  card  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  mother  has  been 
introduced,  and  other  documents  are  now  available  for  the  use 
of  the  family  doctor,  and  the  hospital,  and  local  authority  nursing 
staff. 

(7)  A  great  deal  of  health  educational  material,  leaflets,  posters  and 
booklets,  have  been  purchased  from  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  and  diet  cards  are  available  at  all  maternity  and  infant 
welfare  centres. 

(8)  The  arrangements  for  the  dental  treatment  of  expectant  mothers 
have  been  reviewed  and  one  school  dental  officer  devoted  one 
session  each  week  to  this  important  work. 

(9)  The  Authority  has  once  more  during  1957  continued  the  very 
valuable  policy  of  financing  the  training  as  health  visitors  of 
two  carefully  selected  nurses. 

(10)  The  Council  has  continued  its  slum  clearance  programme,  thus 
producing  better  conditions  for  the  child  during  its  first  year  and 
by  relieving  overcrowding,  reducing  the  risk  of  infection  being 
passed  from  adults  and  older  children  to  the  baby. 

These  are  all  measures  of  long  term  policy.  If  they  are  to  bear  fruit, 
and  it  would  seem  that  results  are  already  beginning  to  appear  during  1958, 
the  co-operation  of  all  concerned  is  necessary,  including  that  of  the  expectant 
and  nursing  mother,  and  of  her  husband.  Certainly  there  will  be  no  lack  of 
co-operation  by  the  medical  and  nursing  professions  in  the  town. 

There  is  no  need  for  adopting  an  alarmist  attitude  to  this  local  problem 
which  despite  the  set-back  last  year  can  and  will  be  gradually  overcome. 
The  expectant  mother  should  consult  her  family  doctor  as  soon  as  she  has 
reason  to  believe  that  she  is  pregnant.  She  should  also  book  a  domiciliary 
midwife.  If  home  conditions  are  not  suitable  for  her  confinement  she  should 
seek  a  hospital  bed  in  sufficient  time  to  ensure  that  she  can  be  accommodated 
She  should  see  her  doctor  and  midwife  regularly  throughout  pregnancy, 
and  should  immediately  consult  one  or  other  if  she  does  not  feel  well.  She 
must  have  sufficient  rest,  and  ensure  that  she  has  a  well  balanced  diet,  and 
this  applies  especially  to  the  mothers  of  large  families.  She  must  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  services  available  to  her.  The  attendances  at  the  ante-natal 
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clinic  and  dental  clinic,  and  the  parentcraft  classes,  should  be  substantially 
increased.  In  the  interests  of  her  newborn  child  she  must  be  more  selfish 
in  safeguarding  her  own  health.  When  baby  arrives  he  or  she  must  receive 
during  these  vital  early  months  all  the  care  and  attention  which  is  baby's 
due  as  the  most  important  member  of  the  household.  Baby  should  be  breast 
fed  if  at  all  possible,  should  be  kept  warm  and  guarded  against  infection. 
These  simple  measures  will  pay  dividends. 

I  cannot  leave  the  subject  of  infant  mortality  without  expressing  my 
sincere  thanks  to  the  Consultant  Obstetrician  and  his  medical  and  nursing 
staff  for  their  help  in  this  matter.  Mr.  Cruttenden  has  discussed  this  subject 
at  length  with  me  on  many  occasions  and  has  at  all  times  been  most  helpful. 
Similarly  I  am  grateful  to  the  general  practitioners  in  the  town  for  their 
deep  interest  in  this  question  which  has  been  frequently  ventilated  at  meetings 
of  the  local  medical  committee.  My  thanks  also  are  due  to  the  domiciliary 
midwives  and  health  visitors,  all  of  whom  have  worked  so  hard  and  are  so 
anxious  to  bring  about  an  improvement  in  the  position. 

Cancer  of  the  Lung. 

The  number  of  persons  who  died  in  West  Hartlepool  from  cancer  of  the 
lung  was  slightly  reduced  from  36  in  1956  to  27  in  1957.  Again  there  was  a 
marked  preponderance  of  male  deaths  which  numbered  32  and  23  in  the  two 
years  respectively.  The  number  of  deaths  from  this  condition  was  almost 
double  that  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The  national  figures  of  lung 
cancer  deaths  which,  because  of  their  number  are  more  significant,  showed 
no  reduction  but  continued  to  increase.  1  his  increase  is  all  the  more 
important  when  it  is  realised  that  this  is  not  a  disease  of  old  age,  most  of  the 
deaths  occurring  below  60  years  of  age. 

The  place  of  cigarette  smoking  in  the  aetiology  of  this  condition  is  no 
longer  seriously  questioned.  Eighty  per  cent  of  lung  cancer  deaths  are 
associated  with  smoking.  The  conclusions  of  the  Medical  Research  Council 
were  accepted  by  this  Authority  and  both  the  Health  Committee  and  the 
Education  Committee  authorised  expenditure  on  suitable  publicity  material. 

To  my  mind,  these  measures  are  well  worth  while.  As  with  Road 
Safety  it  is  only  constant  precept  and  example  which  will  bring  results.  With 
regard  to  the  latter,  are  school  teachers  going  to  show  that  they  are  more 
fitted  than  doctors  to  point  the  way  ?  All  will  agree  that  the  most  promising 
field  lies  in  discouraging  young  people  from  adopting  this  habit  of  proven 
danger.  Adults  present  a  more  difficult  problem.  Many  are  now  smoking 
tipped  cigarettes  and  some  are  using  holders  although  a  distinguished  surgeon 
stated  recently  that  the  only  effective  cigarette  holder  was  one  without 

a  hole  in  it  ! 
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Research  is  going  on  in  an  endeavour  to  remove  the  carcinogenic  factor 
from  tobacco.  Meantime,  the  latest  findings  of  the  Medical  Research  Council 
are  that  among  male  general  medical  practitioners  in  this  country  the 
mortality  among  those  who  stopped  smoking  at  40  years  of  age  has  fallen  to 
one-fifth  of  that  obtaining  among  those  who  continued  to  smoke  cigarettes. 
These  figures  demonstrate  the  advantage  which  would  accrue  to  seasoned 
smokers,  if  they  were  able  to  discontinue,  or  at  least  to  reduce  the  frequency 
of  their  cigarette  smoking  even  in  middle  age. 

Smoking  is,  of  course,  not  the  only  cause  of  lung  cancer  ;  other  causes 
notably  those  which  exist  in  industry,  are  being  controlled.  The  important 
factor  of  cigarette  smoking  lies  in  our  own  hands. 

Infectious  Disease. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
which  had  the  highest  relative  incidence  during  the  year.  The  1,072  cases 
of  measles  notified  was  the  highest  since  1941,  and  the  120  cases  of  whooping 
cough  was  the  highest  since  1942.  Fortunately  there  were  no  deaths  from 
either  of  these  diseases  although  46  of  the  childres  with  measles  and  9  of  those 
with  whooping  cough  were  under  one  year  of  age.  One  case  of  poliomyelitis 
paralytic  occurred,  and  once  more  there  was  a  complete  absence  of  diphtheria. 
Poliomyelitis  vaccination  and  diphtheria  immunisation  continued  during 
the  year  and  details  are  given  in  the  appropriate  sections  of  this  report. 

Influenza,  a  non-notifiable  infectious  disease,  became  epidemic  in  West 
Hartlepool  in  the  autumn  causing  a  great  deal  of  absenteeism  from  school 
and  work.  Blood  tests  confirmed  that  the  disease,  which  was  relatively 
mild,  was  of  the  so  called  Asian  variety.  Twelve  cases  of  influenzal 
pneumonia  were  notified  and  seven  deaths  were  attributed  to  influenza. 
Only  a  minority  of  those  eligible,  opted  to  be  inoculated  with  the  influenza 
vaccine  which  later  became  available. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis. 

The  transformation  in  regard  to  respiratory  tuberculosis,  which  is  taking 
place  in  West  Hartlepool,  as  elsewhere  in  this  and  many  other  countries,  can 
be  seen  from  the  figures  of  morbidity  and  mortality  which  Dr.  Robinson 
presents  in  his  report  for  1957.  During  the  ten  years  since  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  National  Health  Service  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
each  year  in  England  and  Wales  has  fallen  by  38  per  cent.,  and  the  number 
of  deaths  by  78  per  cent.  These  indices  are  eminently  satisfactory  and 
show  that  it  should  be  possible  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  to 
negligible  proportions  within  the  foreseeable  future. 

In  West  Hartlepool,  1957  saw  the  inception  of  the  scheme  of  B.C.G. 
vaccination  of  school  leavers.  Although  only  fifty  five  per  cent,  of  the 
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children  to  whom  vaccination  was  offered  accepted,  the  results  of  tuberculin 
testing  of  those  who  did  so  are  not  without  interest.  These  results  will  be 
of  greater  value  in  future  years  as  further  results  become  available  for  com¬ 
parison,  more  especially  if  a  greater  number  of  acceptances  are  obtained. 
Of  the  653  children  who  were  tuberculin  tested  during  1957,  148  or  22.. 7  per 
cent  were  positive  and  505  or  77.  3  per  cent  were  negative.  In  other  words, 
an  appreciable  number  of  thirteen  year  old  children  in  West  Hartlepool  had 
been  exposed  to  infection  and,  coupled  with  Dr.  Robinson’s  remarks  that  “in 
many  of  the  cases  notified  it  is  all  too  apparent  that  when  discovered  the 
disease  is  not  a  recent  infection  but  has  been  present  for  two  or  three  years,” 
underline  the  continued  importance  of  the  early  detection,  isolation  and 
treatment  of  the  infectious  case.  Mass  radiography  is  here  a  valuable  weapon, 
and  those  groups  of  the  population  who  come  into  contact  with  large  numbers 
of  the  public,  especially  children,  such  as  for  example  school  staffs  and  bus 
conductors,  should  make  a  point  of  visiting  the  unit  each  year. 

Finally,  consideration  might  well  be  given  to  offering  B.C.G.  vaccination 
earlier  in  school  life  and  it  is  understood  that  this  aspect  is  receiving  the 
attention  of  the  Medical  Research  Council. 

Welfare  Services. 

The  year  under  review  saw  the  publication  of  two  documents  both  of 
which  are  important  in  the  care  of  the  elderly  and  of  the  handicapped.  The 
first  of  these  was  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  comprised  a  report 
by  Dr.  C.  A.  Boucher,  O.B.E.,  of  a  “Survey  of  Services  Available  to  the 
Chronic  Sick  and  Elderly,  1954-55,”  and  contained  many  conclusions  of 
value  in  the  care  of  the  elderly.  One  of  these  was  to  the  effect  that  more 
ground  floor  accommodation  or  its  equivalent  is  needed  in  welfare  homes  and 
more  staff,  including  night  staff,  and  staff  with  some  nursing  training,  in 
order  to  meet  the  increasing  demands  of  the  infirm,  As  the  hostel  population 
becomes  older  and  increasingly  frail  the  provision  of  beds  and  dining  and 
living  accommodation  on  the  same  floor  becomes  an  increasingly  urgent 
problem  for  many  authorities,  including  West  Hartlepool.  The  second 
document  published  during  1957  which  also  has  a  bearing  on  the  care  of  old 
people  was  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commision  on  the  Law  relating  to  Mental 
Illness  and  Mental  Deficiency.  If  the  recommendations  of  the  Royal  com¬ 
mission  become  law  and  if  adequate  financial  provision  is  made,  then  local 
authorities  will  have  a  great  opportunity  to  care  for  old  people  who  have 
become  mentally  disturbed  or  confused,  in  small  local  residential  homes, 
suitably  staffed,  as  an  alternative  to  the  existing  unsatisfactory  arrangement 
whereby  they  are  admitted  to  already  overcrowded  mental  hospitals  situated 
at  some  distance  from  their  own  homes,  relatives  and  friends. 

During  1958  twenty  flats  for  old  people  were  completed  at  Owton  Monor 
along  with  a  Warden’s  house  and  communal  room.  This  accommodation, 
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provided  by  the  Housing  Committee  in  conjunction  with  the  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee,  should  make  it  possible  for  old  people  to  continue  to  live,  as  so  many 
of  them  wish  to  do,  in  their  own  homes,  rendering  unnecessary  or  at  least 
postponing  the  time  of  their  admission  to  a  residential  home  or  hospital. 

The  Health  Committee  and  the  Hospital  Management  Committee 
agreed  a  scheme  during  the  year  for  the  provision  of  a  domiciliary  laundry 
service  for  a  restricted  number  of  incontinent  old  people,  pending  their  ad¬ 
mission  to  hospital,  which  should  prove  of  great  benefit  to  the  patients 
concerned. 

Finally  the  Welfare  Committee  by  purchasing  and  renovating  the 
property  formerly  known  as  St.  James  Vicarage,  Burbank  Street,  will  ensure 
that  there  is  available  in  West  Hartlepool  improved  accommodation  for 
homeless  families,  particularly  those  with  young  children,  and  so  be  able 
to  prevent  the  break-up  of  those  families  which  without  such  accommodation 
might  well  take  place. 

Environmental  Health. 

Housing,  atmospheric  pollution  and  food  hygiene  are  perhaps  the  three 
most  important  aspects  of  environmental  health  at  the  present  time  and  it  is 
gratifying  that  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  able  to  report  that  all 
three  received  attention  during  1957.  I  have  already  referred  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  slum  clearance  in  relation  to  infant  mortality.  The  maintenance 
of  houses  capable  of  improvement  is  also  important  and  much  was  done 
during  the  year. 

Legislation  made  housing  from  the  general  list,  even  on  medical  grounds, 
more  difficult.  Every  effort  must  be  made  to  ensure  that  all  families  dis¬ 
placed  from  clearance  areas  take  full  advantage  of  their  new  accommodation. 

In  regard  to  atmospheric  pollution,  Mr.  Emerson  refers  to  the  expense  of 
introducing  a  Smoke  Control  Area.  All  good  things  have  to  be  paid  for  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  such  an  area  in  West  Hartlepool,  to  which  the  Council  has 
already  agreed  in  principle,  will  become  an  established  fact  within  the  not  too 
distant  future. 

Staff. 

The  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  resigned  his  appointment  on  3rd 
November,  1957  to  take  up  a  similar  post  in  West  Ham.  Dr.  Crook’s  work 
was  so  enthusiastic  and  efficient  that  although  he  had  only  been  in  the  De¬ 
partment  since  August  of  the  previous  year,  he  had  already  made  a  place 
which  was  difficult  to  fill.  He  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  S.  W.  W.  Terry,  who 
commenced  duty  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  new  appointment  authorised  by  the  Council  of  a  full  time  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  filled  by  Dr.  Janet  Bisset  on  the  16th  December. 

Early  in  the  year,  Mr.  A.  H  .  Basford,  a  particularly  able  and  well 
qualified  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  left  the  employ  of  the  Authority 
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to  go  to  a  similar  post  in  Maidstone.  His  Deputy,  Mr.  R.  Emerson,  was 
appointed  to  the  senior  post  and  the  vacancy  thus  created  was  filled  in  May 
by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  J.  Jones  as  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
Apart  from  these  changes,  the  policy  of  the  Council  has  borne  fruit  and  as 
Mr.  Emerson  points  out  on  page  88  a  reasonable  stability  has  been  achieved 
among  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate.  Mr.  R.  Knox,  a  Student  Health 
Inspector  in  the  Department,  qualified  during  the  year  and  was  appointed 
as  a  Public  Health  Inspector. 

A  domiciliary  midwife  commenced  duty  in  the  central  area  on  the  1st 
February.  During  the  year  two  District  Nurses  resigned  and  new  appoint¬ 
ments  were  made. 

Miss  M.  Carling,  Warden  at  Hazelhurst  Hostel,  resigned  in  October,  1957 
after  having  given  valuable  service  to  the  Welfare  Committee  and  to  the 
residents  at  this  Home.  Her  place  was  taken  by  Miss  M.  H.  Rutter. 

Among  the  clerical  and  typing  staff  there  were  two  resignations  and  two 
appointments  during  the  year.  In  June  the  additional  clerk  authorised  by 
the  Council  for  work  in  relation  to  B.C.G.  vaccination  and  poliomyelitis 
vaccination,  commenced  duty. 

The  Rodent  Officer  resigned  in  September  and  was  replaced  by  the 
Assistant  Rodent  Officer,  whose  place  was  in  turn  filled  by  a  new  appoint¬ 
ment. 

Acknowledgment. 

I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Committees  for  their  interest  and  support  as  well  as  to 
the  Chief  Officials  of  the  Corporation  for  their  helpful  co-operation.  My 
sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  entire  staff  of  the  Health  Department  to  whom 
in  their  diverse  capacities  I  am  indebted  for  their  loyal  and  unstinted  efforts 
throughout  the  year.  May  I  also  record  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession  in  the  town  in  both  consultant  and  general  practice, 
all  of  whom  have  been  most  co-operative  in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department. 

Conclusion. 

May  I  conclude  this,  my  third  and  last  Annual  Report  to  the  Council,  by 
extending  a  very  warm  welcome  to  my  successor,  Dr.  H.  C.  Milligan,  who  will, 
I  trust,  be  as  happy  in  West  Hartlepool  as  I  have  been.  It  is  my  sincere  hope 
that  the  health  problems  facing  the  Council,  to  which  reference  is  made  in 
this  report,  may  speedily  respond  to  the  efforts  which  have  been  made,  and 
will,  I  am  sure,  continue  to  be  made  to  overcome  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  I).  C.  S.  CAMERON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
1957-58 


Councillor  Breward,  J.P. 
Councillor  Mrs.  Breward,  J.P. 
Councillor  Cator 
Councillor  Crisp 
Councillor  D’Alby,  M.B.E. 


Councillor  Hartley — Chairman 
Councillor  Jones 
Councillor  McCann 
Councillor  Mrs.  Miller 
Councillor  Potter,  J.P. 
Councillor  Mrs.  Sprintall 


Alderman  Everett,  J.P. 

Drs  Crabb  and  Lowry 


WELFARE  COMMITTEE 
1957-58 


Councillor  Breward,  J.P. 
Councillor  Mrs.  Breward,  J.P. 
Councillor  Cator 
Councillor  Crisp 
Councillor  D'Alby,  M.B.E. 
Alderman  Everett,  J.P. 
Councillor  Hartley 
Councillor  Jones 


Councillor  McCann — Chairman 
Councillor  Mrs.  Miller 
Councillor  Potter,  J.P. 
Councillor  Mrs.  Sprintall 
Mr.  Buchan 
Mrs.  Hopkins 
Mrs.  Proud 
Mrs.  Williams 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 

A.  D.  C.  S.  CAMERON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

G.  T.  CROOK,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  Resigned  3/11/57 
S.  W.  W.  TERRY,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.T.M.  &  H.,  D.P.H.  Com’c’d.  30/12/57 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health — 

JANET  MARGARET  BISSET,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.C.H. 

Commenced  16/12/57 

JEAN  FLOYD  FARQUHAR,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Part-time) 

Chest  Physician — 

J.  B.  ROBINSON,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P. 

Consultant  Obstetrician — 

L.  A.  CRUTTENDEN,  M.R.C.O.G. 
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Ophthalmic  Surgeon  (Part-time) — 

G.  BENNETT,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.O.M.S.  Resigned  29/1 1/57 

Aural  Specialist — 

L.  V.  ARUNDEL,  F.R.C.S. 

School  Dentists — 

MISS  M.  I.  MANLEY,  L.D.S. — (Principal  School  Dental  Officer) 

A.  G.  WILDGOOSE,  L.D.S. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Inspector  under  Food  &  Drugs  Acts — 

A.  H.  BASFORD,  D.P.A.,  M.I.P.H.E.  (1,  2,  3,  4)  Resigned  28/2/57 
R.  EMERSON  (1,  2,  3,  4)  Commenced  1/3/57 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector — 

R.  EMERSON  (1,  2,  3,  4)  Resigned  28/2/57 

J.  JONES  (1,  2,  3,  4)  Commenced  6/5/57 

Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Inspectors  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  — 

II  .  H.  BOWES  (1,  2,  3) 

D.H.  GILBERTSON  (1,  2,  3) 

W.  G.  INGLEDEW  (1,  2) 

A.  BARKER  (1,  2) 

R.  KNOX  (1)  Commenced  27/6/57 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors 

R.  KNOX 
R.  HESLOP 

K.  ARMSTRONG 

Key  to  Professional  Qualifications. 

1.  Statutory  Certificate. 

2.  Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspector's  Certificate  of  Royal  Society  of  Health. 

3.  Smoke  Inspector's  Certificate  of  Royal  Society  of  Health. 

4.  Sanitary  Science  Certificate  of  Royal  Society  of  Health. 


Resigned  26/6/57 
Commenced  20/1 1  /57 


♦Lay  Administrative  Officer 
J.  S.  HOLLAND 

♦Deputy  Lay  Administrative  Officer 
C.  W.  SMITH 


♦Also  Duly  Authorised  Officer  and  Welfare  Officer. 
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Health  Visitors — 

Miss  A.  FIELDS 

Miss  A.  S.  BAGSHAW 
Mrs.  M.  DOUGLAS 
Miss  D.  BROWN 
Miss  A.  M.  NORTHEY 
Miss  C.  M.  NIXON 
Mrs  F.  HARVEY 
Mrs.  M.  A.  BODDY 

Miss  A.  I.  SMEATHAM 

Miss  p.  McClelland 


Municipal  Midwives — 

Mrs  E.  GALLOWAY 
Mrs.  M.  BRAND 
Mrs.  K.  F.  GALLIMORE 
Mrs.  W.  PICKERING 
Mrs.  L.  R.  WALKER 
Mrs.  J.  TURNBULL 
Mrs.  BARNETT 
Mrs.  V.  HAWLEY 


Home  Nurses — 

Mrs.  E.  HUGILL 
Mrs.  I.  HESLOP 
Mrs.  E.  M.  GARDINER 
Mrs.  H.  JEFFERSON 
Mrs.  M.  LISTER 
Mrs.  M.  CHARLTON 
Mrs.  P.  MARTIN 
Mrs.  N.  CHURCHFIELD 

School  Nurses — 

Miss  E.  WITTEN 

Miss  O.  MAVIN 
Miss  I.  S.  HIND, 

Miss  Mf  P.  LOWRY, 


S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor 
S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  H.V.  Cert. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  H.V.  Cert. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  H.V.  Cert. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  H.V.  Cert. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  H.V.  Cert. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  H.V.  Cert. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.F.N.,  (Trainee  Health 
Visitor) 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Trainee  Health  Visitor 

Commenced  7/8/57 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Trainee  Health  Visitor 

Commenced  26/8/57 


No.  93510  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.F.N. 

No.  98274  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.F.N. 

No.  90631  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

No.  74766  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

No.  104224  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

No.  76151  (Gen.  Trained)  S.C.M. 

No.  95014  S.C.M. 

No.  114600  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Commenced  1/2/57 

Resigned  28/10/57 


Resigned  7/6/57 
Commenced  8/7/57 
Commenced  11/11/57 


(Gen.  Trained) 
S.R.N. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 
S.R.N. ,  S.C.M. 
S.R.N. 

S.R.N. 

S.R.N. 

S.R.N. 


Senior  School  Nurse,  S.R.N.  (Reg.  Sick 
Children’s  Nurse) 

S.R.N.,  R.S.C.N. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M, 
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Nurse  Almoner — 

Mrs.  S.  LAMBERT  (Gen.  Trained) 

Home  Help  Organiser — 

Miss  A.  STOTT 

Matron,  Victoria  Road  Day  Nursery — 

Mrs.  M.  E.  ELLIOTT  S.R.N. 

Warden,  Hazelhurst  Hostel — 

Miss  M.  CARLING  Resigned  27/10/57 

Miss  M.  H.  RUTTER  Commenced  11/11/57 

Warden,  Fairlawn  Hostel — 

Mrs.  S.  MUSGROVE 

Superintendent,  Briarfields  Hostel — 

T.  MORGAN 

Superintendent,  Dinsdale  Lodge — 

G.  S.  WIDDOWFIELD 

Supervisor  Occupation  Centre — 

Mrs.  L.  M.  DUNNING 

Senior  Clerk — 

W.  USHER 

Clerks  and  Shorthand/Typists — 


R.  ATKINSON 

E.  W.  KNIGHTON 

Resigned  9/4/57 

G.  HEAL 

Commenced  29/4/57 

*D.  J.  HEYWOOD 

Miss  L.  JARROLD  (Senior  Typist) 

Miss  J.  KINGSTON 

Mrs.  M.  ANDERSON 

Mrs.  A.  LAWFORD 

Miss  E.  M.  STODDART 

Miss  B.  ATKINSON 

Miss  K.  EVANS 

Miss  J.  A.  CROSBY 

Miss  J.  RYAN 

Mrs  E.  I.  VEITCH 

Mrs.  D.  HARTLEY 

Resigned  31/7/57 

Miss  H.  CAIRNS 

Commenced  12/8/57 

Miss  J.  BRADFORD 

Miss  H.  DOLPHIN 

Commenced  17/6/57 

♦Also  Duly  Authorised  Officer  and  Welfare  Officer 
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Ambulance  Officer — 

J.  ATKINSON 

Abattoir  Superintendent — 

W.  GRAZIER 

Public  Analyst  (part-time) — 

C.  J.  H.  STOCK,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

Rodent  Officer — 

Resigned  1/9/57 
Commenced  16/9/57 

Resigned  15/9/57 
Commenced  26/10/57 


J.  PRENTON 
D.  S.  HASTINGS 

Assistant  Rodent  Officer — 
D.  S.  HASTINGS 
J.  W.  MERRITT 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


SUMMARY 

Area  (Acres) .  4,976 

Population  (Registrar-General's  Estimate,  1957) .  73,940 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  on  31st  December,  1957  according 

to  the  Rate  Books .  22,601 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1957) .  £737,190 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (31st  March,  1957) .  £3,087 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births  —  Legitimate 

823 

696 

1,519 

Illegitimate 

45 

32 

77 

Total 

868 

'  728 

1,596 

Stillbirths  —  Legitimate 

25 

17 

42 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

26 

18 

44 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  one  year  of  age  —  Legitimate 

45 

22 

67 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Total 

47 

23 

70 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  4  weeks  of  age  —  Legitimate 

30 

15 

45 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

31 

15 

46 

Total  Deaths  (All  Ages) 

434 

390 

824 

Area  Comparability  Factors . 

.Births 

0.97 

Deaths 

1.23 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  Estimated  Resident  Population . 

.  .Crude 

21.59 

Adjusted 

20.94 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Stillbirths  . . . . 

26.83 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  Estimated  Resident  Population  . . . . 

11.14 

Adjusted 

13.70 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  : 

43.86 

Legitimate . 

41.98 

Illegitimate . 

1 .87 

Infants  under  4  weeks . 

28.82 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Stillbirths. . . 

.61 
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POPULATION 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  at  mid-year  1957  was 
73,940  and  represents  an  increase  on  the  figure  for  1956  of  700. 

The  natural  increase  in  population,  that  is  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths,  was  772  compared  with  621  for  the  previous  year. 

BIRTHS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

There  were  1596  live  births  to  residents  of  the  County  Borough,  100 
more  than  in  1956,  and  equal  to  a  crude  birth  rate  of  21 .59. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  (i.e.  multiplied  by  the  Area  Comparability 
Factor),  was  20.94  as  compared  with  a  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  16.1. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  the  number  of  births  showed  an  increase 
over  the  figure  for  the  previous  year  and  the  resulting  crude  rate  was  the 
highest  since  1948.  The  following  table  shows  the  birth  rates  for  the 
previous  ten  years  and  the  comparable  rates  for  England  and  Wales  : — 

BIRTH  RATES  —  1948-57 


YEARS 

West  Hartlepool 

ENGLAND  & 
WALES 
BIRTH  RATE 

No.  of  Births 

Birth  Rate 
per  1000  Pop. 

1948 

1,639 

22.92 

17.9 

1949 

1,502 

20.76 

16.7 

1950 

1,360 

18.77 

15.8 

1951 

1,421 

19.67 

15.5 

1952 

1,435 

19.90 

15.3 

1953 

1,385 

19.15 

15.5 

1954 

1,344 

18.54 

15.2 

1955 

1,459 

20.03 

15.0 

1956 

1,496 

20.43 

15.7 

1957 

1,596 

21.59 

16.1 

The  ward  distribution  of  the  births  was  as  follows  : — 


Ward 

No.  of  Births 

Percentage  of 
Total  Births 

North 

136 

8.5 

West 

134 

8.4 

Park 

129 

8.1 

South-West 

139 

8.7 

Central 

323 

20.2 

North-East 

167 

10.5 

Seaton 

182 

11.4 

South 

386 

24.2 

Illegitimate  live  births  numbered  77  or  4.82  per  cent  of  the  total  live 
births,  which  was  only  slightly  higher  than  the  figure  of  4.01  per  cent  in 
1956, 
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PREMATURE  BIRTHS 

During  the  year  there  were  134  live  births  notified  of  infants  weighing 
5|  lbs.  or  less  at  birth,  and  in  addition  18  premature  stillbirths  were  notified, 
hurther  details  of  these  are  given  below. 


Premature  Live  Births  Notified. 

(a)  Born  in  Hospital .  106 

(i)  Died  within  24  hours  of  birth .  12 

(ii)  Survived  28  days .  84 

(b)  Born  at  home  and  nursed  entirely  at  home .  20 

(i)  Died  within  24  hours  of  birth .  1 

(ii)  Survived  28  days .  19 

(c)  Born  at  home  and  transferred  to  hospital  before 

28th  day .  8 

(i)  Died  within  24  hours  of  birth .  2 

(ii)  Survived  28  days .  2 

Premature  Stillbirths  Notified. 

(a)  Born  in  hospital .  14 

(b)  Born  at  home .  4 

STILLBIRTHS. 


The  position  with  regard  to  stillbirths  showed  no  improvement  during 
the  year  under  review,  and  whilst  the  rate  per  thousand  live  and  stillbirths 
for  England  and  Wales  was  22.4  and  the  lowest  ever  recorded,  that  for 
West  Hartlepool  was  26.83.  This  represents  a  substantial  increase  over 
the  rate  for  the  previous  year  which  was  13.84. 

Peri-natal  deaths  numbered  39,  3  more  than  in  1956,  and  as  a  result 
the  peri-natal  mortality  rate  (i.e.  the  number  of  stillbirths,  together  with  the 
number  of  deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  week,  per  1,000  live  and 
stillbirths)  was  50.61,  whereas  the  rate  in  1956  was  37.5. 


Comparative  figures  are  given  in  the  tables  which  follow  : — 


Year 

Total  number  of 
stillbirths 

Deaths  in  the 
first  week 

Total 

peri-natal  deaths 

1951 

26 

17 

43 

1952 

33 

25 

58 

1953 

28 

28 

56 

1954 

38 

30 

68 

1955 

36 

35 

71 

1956 

21 

36 

57 

1957 

44 

39 

83  i 

21 


Year 

No.  of  stillbirths  registered 
during  the  year  per  i,000  live 
and  stillbirths. 

No.  of  stillbirths  along  with  the 
No.  of  deaths  of  children  under 
the  age  of  one  week  per  1,000  live 
and  stillbirths  registered  during 
the  same  year. 

Stillbir 

th  Rate 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate 

West  Hartlepool 

England  &  Wales 

West  Hartlepool 

England  &  Wales 

1951 

17.96 

23.0 

29.71 

38.1 

1952 

22.47 

22.7 

39.51 

37.5 

1953 

19.81 

22.5 

39.63 

37.0 

1954 

27.49 

23.5 

49.20 

38.1 

1955 

24.08 

23.2 

47.49 

37.6 

1956 

13.84 

22.9 

37.5 

36.8 

1957 

26.83 

22.4 

50.61 

36.  2 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

There  were  70  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  during  1957 
as  compared  with  61  in  1956,  64  in  1955  and  62  in  1954.  The  number  of 
births  during  the  year  also  showed  a  further  increase  on  those  for  1956 
and  thus  we  have  again  the  resulting  association  between  a  high  birth  rate 
and  a  high  infant  mortality  rate.  The  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 
births  for  West  Hartlepool  was  43 . 86  as  compared  with  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  of  23.0,  the  latter  being  the  lowest  annual  rate  ever  recorded 
in  this  country. 

The  table  which  follows  shows  the  infant  mortality  rates  for  the  past 
10  years  compared  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 


Infantile  Mortality  Rates,  1948-57. 


YEAR 

\ 

VEST  HARTLEPOOL 

ENGLAND 
&  WALES 
RATE 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000 

live  births 

1948 

1,639 

77 

47 

34 

1949 

1,502 

63 

42 

32 

1950 

1,360 

59 

43 

29.8 

1951 

1,421 

49 

34 

29.6 

1952 

1,435 

57 

40 

27.6 

1953 

1,385 

55 

40 

26.8 

1954 

1,344 

62 

46 

25 . 5 

1955 

1,459 

64 

44 

24.9 

1956 

1,496 

61 

41 

23.8 

1957 

1,596 

70 

44 

23.0 

22 


NEO-NATAL  AND  POST-NEONATAL  MORTALITY. 


The  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  first  month  of  life  was  46,  being 
two  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  equivalent  to  a  neonatal  mortality 
rate  of  28.82  per  1,000  live  births.  The  corresponding  rate  in  1956  was 
29.41  and  by  virtue  of  an  increase  in  the  number  of  live  births  the  1957 
rate  is  the  lowest  since  1953.  The  neonatal  mortality  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1957  was  16.5  as  compared  with  16.9  for  1956. 

Post  neonatal  deaths,  that  is  to  say  between  the  ages  of  one  month 
and  twelve  months,  totalled  24  in  1957  and  17  in  1956,  giving  rates  of  15.04 
and  11.36  respectively.  The  increase  in  the  proportion  of  post-neonatal 
deaths  resulted  in  the  rate  being  higher  than  in  the  previous  two  years. 

The  tables  and  diagrams  which  follow  illustrate  further  the  trend  of 
infant  mortality  in  recent  years. 


NUMBER  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 

Deaths  in  the 

Deaths  in  the 

Year 

Total 

Infant  Deaths 

early  neo-natal 
period 

Deaths  in  the 
neo-natal  period 

post-neonatal 

period 

1951 

49 

17 

22 

27 

1952 

57 

25 

34 

23 

1953 

55 

28 

32 

23 

1954 

62 

30 

39 

23 

1955 

64 

35 

45 

19 

1956 

61 

36 

44 

17 

1957 

70 

39 

46 

24 

MORTALITY  RATES  PEI 
WEST  HARTLEPOOL  AN 

1  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS  IN 

D  ENGLAND  &  WALES 

Year 

Neo-natal  Mortality 

Post-neonatal  Mortality 

West  Hartlepool 

England  &  Wales 

West  Hartlepool 

England  &  Wales 

1951 

15.45 

18.8 

19.00 

10.9 

1952 

23.69 

18.3 

16.02 

9.3 

1953 

23.10 

17.7 

16.60 

9.1 

1954 

29.02 

17.7 

17.11 

7.7 

1955 

31.52 

17.3 

12.34 

7.6 

1956 

29.41 

16.9 

11.36 

7.0 

1957 

28.82 

16.5 

15.04 

6.5 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were 
prematurity  23  (32.8%),  pneumonia  12  (17. 1%),  gastro-enteritis  9  (12.8%), 
atelectasis  8,  (11.4%),  and  congenital  malformations  7  (10.0%). 

Details  of  the  age  and  ward  distribution  of  infant  deaths  are  given  in 
the  tables  on  pps.  25  and  26. 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

STILLBIRTHS  1952  -  1957 


OF  AGE  AND 


70 


SO  — 


SO  — 


40  — 


30  — 


20  — 


10  — 


— v — 

1952 


- v — 

1983 


j  v_ 


- V - 

1954 


- v — 

1955 


195S 


— V - 

1957 


KEY 


Deaths  of  infants  1 
Deaths  of  infants  1 


12  months 


4  weeks 


Total  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age. 


Stillbirths 


TOTAL  INFANT  LIFE  WASTAGE  1938  -  1957 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  IN  THE  WARDS. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

North 

West 

Park 

South 

West 

Cent’l 

North 

East 

Seaton 

South 

Total 

Tuberculosis . 

1 

1 

Pneumonia . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

4 

2 

12 

Congestion  of  Lungs . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bronchitis . 

- 

_____ 

- 

- 

_____ 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

3 

9 

Prematurity . 

1 

— 

2 

3 

2 

7 

3 

5 

23 

Atelectasis . 

2 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

8 

Congenital  Malformations  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

1 

7 

Intestinal  Obstruction . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Asphyxia . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

All  other  causes . 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Totals . 

5 

2 

3 

4 

21 

11 

12 

12 

70 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  County  Borough  during  1957 
was  824  comprising  434  males  and  390  females  and  giving  a  crude  death 
rate  of  11.14  per  1,000  population  compared  with  11.95  for  the  previous 
year. 

When  adjusted  by  the  Area  Comparibility  Factor  the  death  rate  was 
13.70  as  compared  with  a  death  rate  of  11.5  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  following  table  gives  the  death  rates  for  the  years  1948  to  1957 
for  West  Hartlepool  and  England  and  Wales. 


DEATH  RATES,  1948-57. 


WEST  HARTLEPOOL 

YEAR 

Death  Rate 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

No.  of  Deaths 

per.  1000  Pop. 

1948 

837 

11.71 

10.8 

1949 

878 

12.13 

11.7 

1950 

913 

12.60 

11.6 

1951 

920 

12.72 

12.5 

1952 

819 

11.36 

11.3 

1953 

794 

10.98 

11.4 

1954 

824 

11.36 

11.3 

1955 

854 

11.72 

11.7 

1956 

875 

11.95 

11.7 

1957 

824 

11.14 

11.5 

27 


The  causes  of  death  during  1957  are  given  in  the  Tables  on  pps.  29 
to  32,  which  also  show  the  analysis  according  to  age  and  ward  distribution. 


The  following  diagram  gives  an  indication  of  the  principal  causes  during 
the  year. 


Total  Death  Rate  11.14  per  1,000  Population. 


CANCER. 

Deaths  from  cancer  numbered  141  during  1957  being  three  fewer  than 
in  the  previous  year,  and  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  1.91  per  1,000  population. 
Comparable  rates  for  ten  years  are  shown  below. 

CANCER  DEATHS  1948-57. 


Year 

No.  of 

Cancer  Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Death  Rate  per 
1000  population 

Deaths  from 
all  causes 

Percentage  of 
total  deaths 

1948 

146 

71 

75 

2.04 

837 

17.44 

1949 

127 

64 

63 

1.75 

878 

14.46 

1950 

135 

70 

65 

1.86 

913 

14.79 

1951 

122 

62 

60 

1.69 

920 

13.26 

1952 

154 

92 

62 

2.08 

819 

18.80 

1953 

124 

75 

49 

1.71 

794 

15.62 

1954 

130 

69 

61 

1.79 

824 

15.77 

1955 

122 

66 

56 

1.67 

854 

14.28 

1956 

144 

87 

57 

1.97 

875 

16.45 

1957 

141 

74 

67 

1.91 

824 

17.11 

28 


There  was  little  significant  difference  in  the  number  of  cancer  deaths 
affecting  the  various  parts  of  the  body  as  can  be  seen  from  the  folloiwng 
table.  There  was  however  a  slightly  larger  proportion  of  deaths  occurring 
in  the  over-75  age  group  than  in  the  previous  two  years. 


CANCER  DEATHS  — PARTS  OF  BODY  AFFECTED. 


Age 

PARTS  AFFECTED 

Sex 

Under 

35 

35-45 

1 

45 

-55 

55 

-65 

65 

-75 

Oi 

7 

/er 

5 

Total 

—1957 

To 

—  1 

tal 

956 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Stomach . 

1 

2 

3 

4 

9 

1 

5 

5 

20 

10 

18 

10 

Other  Digestive  Organs 

and  Peritoneum  . 

2 

3 

2 

5 

2 

5 

6 

4 

13 

16 

18 

10 

Genito-Urinary  Organs . 

1 

3 

— 

6 

2 

4 

1 

3 

4 

3 

8 

19 

5 

14 

Breast . 

1 

, 

2 

- 

1 

_ 

2 

_ 

1 

_ 

7 

_ 

12 

Other  Glands . 

1 

Lung  and  Bronchus . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

8 

10 

1 

4 

2 

23 

4 

32 

2 

Other  Respiratory  System .  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Buccal  Cavity  and  Pharynx. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Bone  . 

1 

_ 

_ 

„ _ 

1 

. 

Other  Parts  . 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

— 

1 

5 

7 

10 

12 

7 

Totals . 

3 

1 

8 

7 

10 

17 

16 

25 

13 

21 

20 

74 

67 

87 

57 

The  deaths  were  ascribed  to —  No.  of  deaths 


The  deaths  were  ascribed  to —  No.  of  deaths 

Carcinoma .  116 

Sarcoma .  4 

Epithelioma .  2 

Melanoma .  2 

Glioma .  1 

Cancer  (no  classification) .  16 


141 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES.  — 

7  of  the  deaths  were  attributable  to  influenza,  making  a  rate  per  thousand 
population  of  .095  as  compared  with  .014  for  1956. 

Deaths  from  other  respiratory  diseases  including  pneumonia  and 
bronchitis,  but  excluding  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  showed  a  slight  increase 
during  the  year  under  review,  the  respective  totals  being  127  in  1957  and 
115  in  1956. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

1  death  from  maternal  causes  was  recorded  in  1957  equivalent  to  a  rate 
of  0.61  per  thousand  live  and  stillbirths.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
for  the  same  year  was  0.47. 

CREMATIONS. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  Deputy,  together  with  an  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  when  required,  act  as  Medical  Referees  to  the  Crematorium, 
which  is  administered  by  the  Parks  and  Cemeteries  Committee. 

It  is  interesting  to  record  that  during  1957  a  total  of  463  bodies  were 
disposed  of  by  cremation  and  of  the  824  deaths  of  persons  normally  resident 
in  West  Hartlepool  238  of  these  were  cremated,  representing  a  percentage 

of  27.67. 


29-30 


TABLE  SHOWING  CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis  (respiratory) . 

Tuberculosis — Other  . 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

Diphtheria . 

Whooping  Cough . 

Meningococcal  Infections  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis . 

Measles . 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases .... 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach . 

,,  ,,  — Lung  &  Bronchus .  . 

,,  ,,  ■ — Breast  . 

,,  ,,  — Uterus  . 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia . 

Diabetes .  . 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System . 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina . 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  .  . 

Other  Heart  Disease . 

Other  Circulatory  Disease . 

Influenza . 

Pneumonia . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System .... 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum . 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea . 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis . 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate . 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion . 

Congenital  Malformations . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases . 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents . 

All  other  accidents . 

Suicide . 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War . 

Total  Deaths . 


Total 

Deaths 

AGE 

GROUPS 

Deaths  in 

Under  1 

1-2 

2-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65-75 

75  up 

Institutions 

14 

1 

1 

4 

5 

3 

11 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— — 

- 

- 

1 

2 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

-  1 

- 

z 

—  ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- . 

— 

- 

z 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

10 

10 

17 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

11 

6 

16 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

3 

— 

3 

68 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

5 

24 

12 

24 

34 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

116 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

42 

61 

47 

111 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

37 

35 

34 

33 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

17 

4 

100 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

15 

20 

60 

39 

32 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

7 

19 

13 

7 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

3 

4 

— 

_ 

5 

55 

12 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

14 

23 

39 

66 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

21 

16 

25 

29 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

5 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

3 

10 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

10 

7 

- 

— 

1 

■ 

1 

1 

— - 

1 

1 

8 

73 

38 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

8 

7 

15 

54 

6 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

4 

18 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

5 

1 

7 

12 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— — 

2 

— 

— 

■ - 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

824 

70 

4 

5 

4 

10 

41 

184 

195 

311 

399 

31-32 


THE  DEATHS  AS  THEY  OCCURRED  IN  THE  WARDS. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Total 

Deaths 

WARDS 

North 

West 

Park 

S.-West 

Central 

N.-East 

Seaton 

South 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) . 

14 

1 

1 

6 

O 

1 

o 

Tuberculosis  Other . 

1 

1 

Lk 

1 

o 

Syphilitic  Disease . 

2 

1 

i 

Diphtheria  . 

X 

Whooping  Cough . 

Meningococcal  Infections 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

Measles  .... 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 

Diseases 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Stomach. . 

30 

4 

1 

6 

3 

6 

1 

3 

1 

6 

„  „  -  Lung  & 

-  Bronchus 

27 

4 

5 

3 

2 

2 

1 

4 

6 

„  „  -  Breast.  . . . 

7 

— 

• — 

— 

1 

1 

— 

5 

— 

„  „  -  Uterus  .  . 

9 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms  . 

68 

8 

9 

14 

12 

6 

5 

8 

6 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia . 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Diabetes . 

4 

1 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 

System . 

116 

21 

12 

14 

15 

14 

13 

13 

14 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina . 

111 

15 

11 

17 

11 

15 

16 

16 

10 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

22 

3 

4 

3 

1 

4 

3 

4 

— 

Other  Heart  Disease . 

100 

16 

8 

11 

8 

12 

18 

17 

10 

Other  Circulatory  Disease . 

32 

1 

2 

6 

2 

2 

5 

6 

8 

Influenza  . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Pneumonia . 

55 

5 

7 

7 

5 

13 

4 

7 

7 

Bronchitis . 

66 

4 

8 

8 

7 

19 

11 

7 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

System . 

6 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

6 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  &  Diarrhoea. 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

4 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

2 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate . 

1 

— 

*  — - 

-  — 

1 

■ 

“ 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and 

Abortion . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

" 

1 

■ 

1 

Congenita]  Malformations . 

10 

— • 

— 

2 

— 

7 

— 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases . 

73 

11 

6 

7 

11 

9 

11 

9 

9 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents . 

6 

— 

— 

1 

—  ■ 

1 

2 

2 

All  other  accidents . 

18 

3 

3 

1 

— 

3 

2 

2 

4 

Suicide . 

8 

— 

4 

1 

■ 

2 

■ 

1 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

2 

— 

“ 

* 

2 

Total  Deaths  .... 

824 

102 

85 

105 

84 

134 

99 

114 

101 

33 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  VENEREAL  DISEASE 

(Excluding  Tuberculosis) 


Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis)  during  1957 
numbered  1242  of  which  22  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  for  treatment. 
The  following  tables  show  the  analysis  of  cases  notified. 


DISEASE 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

No  of  such 
cases  treated 
in  hospital 

Scarlet  Fever . 

10 

WhooDine  Couerh . 

120 

1 

Measles  . 

1072 

■  ■ 

Pneumonia  . . .  .* . 

20 

4 

Meningococcal  Infection . 

2 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis . 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . 

14 

14 

Erysipelas . 

3 

Disease 

Ho 

spital 

Gr’ntully 

Mat.Hme 

Brierton 

Hospital 

General 

Hospital 

Cameron 

Hospital 

H’pools. 

Hospital 

Other 

Hospitals 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Men  q1f»q 

Pneumonia . 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

12 

— 

— 

14 

Erysipelas . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

10  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  all  being  children  below  the  age 
of  10  years.  None  of  these  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  no  deaths 
occurred  from  this  disease. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

For  the  fifth  year  in  succession  no  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported  in 
the  County  Borough. 
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POLIOMYELITIS. 

One  case  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  was  notified  during  the  year,  being 
a  female  aged  20  years.  This  compares  with  5  notifications  for  1956  and 
2  in  each  of  the  years  1955  and  1954.  No  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease 
in  1957. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough  during  the 
year,  120  cases  being  notified,  9  of  which  were  under  the  age  of  one  year 
and  66  under  the  age  of  five  years.  No  deaths  were  attributable  to  whooping 
cough. 

MEASLES. 

A  total  of  1,072  cases  of  measles  occurred  in  the  County  Borough  of 
which  46  were  children  under  one  year  of  age.  The  highest  number  of 
notifications  was  in  January  when  a  total  of  547  cases  was  reported.  8 
notifications  referred  to  patients  over  the  age  of  10  years.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  this  disease. 

The  tables  on  pps.  37  to  39  show  the  age  group  and  ward  distribution 
of  cases,  the  incidence  of  cases  throughout  the  year  and  the  notifications 
of  infectious  disease  for  the  years  1938  to  1957. 

INFLUENZA. 

At  the  beginning  of  September,  1957,  there  began  what  was  to  be  a 
widespread  outbreak  of  influenza  in  the  County  Borough,  which  continued 
until  the  end  of  October.  It  was  largely  due  to  this  outbreak  that  by  the 
week  ended  17th  September,  the  new  claims  for  sickness  benefit  had  risen 
to  635,  compared  with  275  in  1956,  and  during  the  following  two  weeks  the 
new  claims  numbered  1,389  and  1,545  respectively. 

The  epidemic  seemed  to  affect  schoolchildren  in  the  first  instance,  and 
at  one  stage  rather  more  than  one-third  of  the  children  were  absent  from 
school.  Later  the  infection  spread  to  the  adults,  seriously  affecting  transport 
staffs,  nurses  and  general  practitioners. 

Specimens  of  blood  were  taken  from  three  persons  at  the  outset  of  the 
illness  and  a  fortnight  later,  and  the  Laboratory  reports  on  two  of  these 
were  as  follows  : — 

1st  Case  Serum  Antibody  Titres 

Day  of  Disease  Influenza  Virus  A  :  Virus  B  :  Adenoviruses 

1  <  1  in  8  —  — 

10  1  in  128  <  1  in  8  1  in  8 


35 


2nd  Case 
Day  of  Disease 

1 


Serum  Antibody  Titres 
Influenza  Virus  A  :  Virus  B  : 

1  in  16  — 

1  in  64  <  1  in  8 


Adenoviruses 

1  in  8 
1  in  8 


12  notifications  of  influenzal  pneumonia  were  made  during  the  period 
of  the  outbreak.  All  the  7  deaths  attributable  to  influenza  in  1957  occurred 
in  the  months  of  September  and  October. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

During  1957  the  number  of  patients  and  the  total  number  of  attendances 
at  the  Special  Treatment  Clinic,  General  Hospital,  were  very  similar  to  the 
1956  figures. 

The  majority  of  new  cases  of  syphilis  seen  during  the  year  were  late  or 
latent  stages  of  the  disease.  One  case  of  early  primary  syphilis  encountered 
was  a  merchant  seaman  whose  possible  source  of  infection  was  abroad.  He 
completed  his  treatment  before  leaving  this  area.  It  is  of  interest  to  note 
that  no  new  cases  of  congenital  syphilis  were  admitted  during  the  year. 
Of  eleven  contacts  of  syphilis  cases  attending  the  clinic  for  investigation  one 
was  found  to  be  a  latent  infection. 

The  number  of  gonococcal  infections  treated  each  year  is  at  a  fairly 
constant  level,  of  five  contacts  examined  three  were  found  to  be  in  need  of 
treatment. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  made  during  the  year  was  1,155,  of 
these  696  were  attendances  made  by  patients  normally  resident  in  West 
Hartlepool. 


The  following  summary  gives  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  patients 
seen  and  work  carried  out  during  the  year  under  review. 

Table  1.  ATTENDANCES  BY  PATIENTS  &  CONTACTS  DURING  1957 


Totals 

Males 

Females 

At  which 

Syphilis . 

685 

289 

396 

Patients  saw 

Gonorrhoea . 

89 

77 

12 

ATTENDANCES 

Physician 

Other  Conditions . 

212 

164 

48 

BY 

TOTALS  . . 

986 

530 

456 

PATIENTS 

Syphilis . 

162 

121 

41 

At  which 

Gonorrhoea . 

1 

1 

Patients  did 
not  see 
Physician 

Other  Conditions . 

6 

6 

TOTALS  . . 

169 

128 

41 

Syphilis . 

1 1 

5 

6 

CONTACTS  ATTENDING  FOR 

Gonorrhoea . 

5 

5 

EXAMINATION  REFERRED 
BY  PATIENTS  SUFFERING 

Non-Gonococcal 
Urethritis  . 

FROM 

Othpr  f'r»nditinn<! 

TOTALS  .  . 

16 

5 

11 
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Table  2(a).  Patients  dealt  with  for  the  First  Time  (By  Disease). 


Year 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Others 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  &  F. 

1953 

8 

12 

26 

11 

62 

22 

141 

1954 

18 

20 

15 

7 

59 

21 

140 

1955 

9 

15 

12 

3 

41 

22 

102 

1956 

6 

12 

16 

6 

45 

13 

98 

1957 

7 

9 

20 

5 

53 

11 

105 

Table  2(b).  New  Cases  (Subdivided  by  Disease  and  Domicile). 


Area 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

West 

Hartlepool 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Others 

12 

26 

13 

11 

12 

26 

19 

9 

10 

16 

59 

47 

38 

33 

34 

Merchant 

Navy 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

3 

9 

7 

5 

12 

10 

6 

12 

Others  .  . 

7 

2 

10 

7 

3 

9 

2 

3 

3 

2 

20 

21 

15 

19 

18 

Table  3.  Pathological  Work 


By  the 
Physician 
at  the 

Sent  to  a 
Pathological 
Centre 

Centre 

NUMBER  OF 

Microscopical  : 

For  Syphilis 

2 

— 

>  t  • 

Others 

64 

— 

SPECIMENS 

Cultural 

— 

37 

Serum  : 

For  Syphilis 

— 

270 

EXAMINED 

Others 

— 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fluid  (No.  of 

Diagnostic  Lumbar  Punctures) 

5 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— AGE  GROUPS  AND  WARD  DISTRIBUTION. 
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• 

385 

January 
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LO 
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Disease 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles . 

Pneumonia . 

Erysipelas . 

Meningococcal 

Infection . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Tuberculosis 
(Respiratory) .... 
Tuberculosis 
(Other  Forms) 

Totals . 

NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE— 1938-1957. 
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MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 


The  under-mentioned  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  local  authority  : — 


Examinations  for  employment  and  superannuation 

Ministry  of  Education  examinations — 

Form  28  R.Q.  20 

„  4  R.T.C.  28 

Examinations  on  behalf  of  other  local  authorities . . . 
Medical  examination  of  employees  following  prolonged 
absence  due  to  sickness . 


216 


48 

2 

20 


286 


41 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

A  significant  step  was  taken  in  the  development  of  the  services  during 
the  year  by  the  appointment  of  an  additional  full-time  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  The  purpose  of  the  appointment 
was  to  increase  the  amount  of  assistance  for  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Services  generally  and  ultimately,  it  was  hoped,  to  bring  about  a  reduction 
in  the  infant  mortality  rate.  It  was  anticipated  that  the  new  Medical 
Officer  would  be  able  to  devote  more  time  to  health  education  aspects  than 
had  hitherto  been  possible.  One  immediate  effect  was  that  the  Medical 
Officer,  when  appointed,  attended  six  of  the  seven  weekly  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  in  place  of  the  General  Medical  Practitioners  previously  employed 
on  a  sessional  basis. 

ANTE-NATAL  CARE  RELATED  TO  TOXAEMIA. 

Mention  was  made  in  the  introduction  to  last  year’s  report  of  action 
which  had  been  taken  following  receipt  of  a  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  on 
Ante-Natal  Care  related  to  Toxaemia.  The  Health  Committee  decided  to 
make  available  ante-natal  record  cards  which,  if  the  General  Practitioners 
agreed,  could  be  in  the  personal  possession  of  the  expectant  mother  and 
would  enable  essential  information  to  be  readily  available  to  whoever  was 
responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  confinement.  This  record  card  was 
brought  into  use  in  the  middle  of  the  year  and  regular  requests  have 
been  made  for  supplies  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Arrangements  were  being  made  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  regular  Midwives  and  Health  Visitor  sessions  where  advice  could 
be  given  to  expectant  mothers,  together  with  a  series  of  lectures  on  mother- 
craft. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

1  here  has  again  been  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  children 
attending  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  together  with  a  more  apparent  increase 


in  the  number  of  attendances  made  by  these  children. 

Total  No.  of  children  attending  centres .  2,897  (1956) 

-do.-  2,950  (1957) 

Total  No.  of  attendances  made  by  these  children. . .  20,965  (1956) 

-do.-  22,644  (1957) 


During  the  year  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  immunisations  and  small¬ 
pox  vaccinations  have  been  undertaken  and  in  addition  a  small  number 
of  poliomyelitis  vaccinations. 

Advice  is  given  to  mothers  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  the  Health  Visitors 
on  such  matters  as  infant  feeding,  weaning,  and  hygiene.  Minor  ailments 
are  treated  and  all  new  babies  are  examined  at  their  first  visit.  Health 
education  is  attempted  verbally  and  by  means  of  poster  display  and  pamphlet 
distribution. 

The  tables  which  follow  give  an  indication  of  the  work  carried  out  at 
the  Centres  during  the  year. 


ATTENDANCES 
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EXAMINATIONS  BY  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  AT  INFANT  WELFARE 
CENTRES  SHOWING  CONDITIONS  FOUND  IN  INFANTS 


Abscess . 

Anaemia . 

Blepharitis . 

Bronchitis . 

Burns  and  scalds . 

Circumcision . 

Conj  unctivitis . 

Constipation . 

Coughs  and  colds . 

Dental  Defects . 

Diarrhoea . 

Eczema . 

Enlarged  glands . 

Eye  defects . 

Feeding  difficulties.  . .  . 

Gastritis . 

Impetigo . 

Inguinal  hernia . 

Naevis . 

Nasal  Catarrh . 

Otic  defects . 

Otitis  Media . 

Otorrhoea . 

Physical  defects . 

Pyloric  Stenosis . 

Rash . 

'Seborrhcea . 

Septic  Spots . 

Skin  Diseases . 

Stomatitis . 

Strabismus . 

T.  and  A . 

Teething  difficulties . . . 

Thrush . 

Tongue  tie . 

Torticollis . 

Umbilical  defects . 

Umbilical  hernia . 

Urticaria . 

Vomiting . 

Whooping  Cough . 

Worms . 

Other  Conditions . 

Totals . 


Dale 

Street 

Sea tou 
Carew 

Oxford 

Street 

R  oss mere 
Way 

St. 

M’thew’s 

Stranton 

St. 

Luke’s1 

Total 

4 

3 

— 

— 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1— < 

2 

— 

1 

3 

4 

1 

— 

11 

21 

5 

38 

11 

24 

5 

40 

144 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

18 

— 

7 

1 

4 

— 

— 

30 

11 

2 

17 

20 

10 

2 

12 

74 

10 

8 

6 

11 

8 

5 

27 

75 

30 

— 

— 

16 

15 

— 

20 

81 

— 

2 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

28 

3 

24 

16 

7 

11 

24 

113 

6 

1 

3 

3 

14 

5 

8 

40 

— 

1 

1 

24 

— 

— 

2 

— 

6 

9 

C 

41 

46 

17 

35 

- 

4 

67 

230 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

6 

7 

z 

1 

2 

3 

— 

4 

1 

15 

3 

— 

20 

70 

22 

1 

10 

7 

6 

6 

129 

1 

3 

4 

12 

12 

5 

4 

3 

— 

8 

35 

— 

— 

— 

4 

—  . 

— 

1 

5 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

5 

20 

16 

58 

24 

25 

22 

46 

211 

12 

2 

4 

13 

3 

8 

25 

67 

— 

7 

30 

7 

c 

— 

— 

— 

44 

C 

— 

— 

— 

o 

6 

1 

2 

4 

1 

6 

1 

4 

o 

15 

O 

— 

— 

3 

2 

7 

A 

20 

13 

4 

— 

18 

10 

— 

— 

45 

— 

2 

3 

15 

6 

4 

A 

A 

30 

8 

5 

— 

1 

3 

1 

_ 

4 

4 

— 

4 

9 

16 

— 

4 

26 

59 

18 

5 

11 

20 

16 

6 

10 

86 

2 

1 

7 

— 

— 

— 

2 

12 

— 

2 

14 

24 

— 

10 

30 

80 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

— 

8 

16 

24 

25 

14 

37 

124 

255 

125 

391 

325 

249 

116 

415 

1,876 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS. 

The  issue  of  Welfare  Foods  is  undertaken  at  each  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
and  in  addition  supplies  are  obtainable  at  the  Health  Department  during 
normal  office  hours. 

In  March,  1957,  the  Ministry  of  Health  informed  Local  Health  Authorities 
that  the  price  of  National  Dried  Milk  was  to  be  increased  from  lOJd.  to 
2/4d.  per  tin  with  effect  from  supplies  issued  against  tokens  dated  6th  April, 
1957  or  later.  It  is  undoubtedly  partially  due  to  this  increase  in  price  that 
issues  of  National  Dried  Milk  during  1957  dropped  by  8,230  tins.  The 
corresponding  reduction  in  the  previous  year  was  4,072  tins.  The  demand 
for  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  A  and  D  tablets  decreased  during  the  year, 
whilst  that  for  Orange  Juice  again  showed  an  increase. 


A  summary  of  the  issues  is  given  below  : — 


1957 

1956 

Issues 

Value 

£ 

Issues 

Value 

£ 

National  Dried  Milk  (tins) 

32,010 

3,003 

40,240 

1,760 

1)  ff  M 

1,954 

Free 

1,362 

Free 

Orange  Juice  (bottles) 

56,060 

1,168 

49,625 

1,034 

1,399 

Free 

1 ,548 

Free 

Cod  Liver  Oil  (bottles) 

7,554 

Free 

8,448 

Free 

Vitamin  A  and  D  Tablets  (packets) 

2,735 

Free 

3,260 

Free 

In  addition  to  Ministry  of  Health  Welfare  Foods,  proprietary  brands 
of  dried  milk  and  other  foods  are  also  available  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 
The  effect  of  the  increase  in  the  price  of  National  Dried  Milk  was  noticeable 
in  the  sales  of  these  proprietary  foods  which  rose  by  £936  compared  with  an 
increase  of  £109  in  the  previous  year.  The  respective  figures  for  1957, 
1956  and  1955  were  £4,135,  £3,199  and  £3,090. 
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VICTORIA  ROAD  DAY  NURSERY. 

The  average  daily  attendance  of  children  under  two  years  at  the  Nursery 
during  1957  diminished  slightly  as  compared  with  the  figures  for  the  previous 
year,  whilst  the  average  attendance  for  the  two  to  five  age  range  was  the 
same  as  in  1956.  No  serious  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred  in  children 
attending  the  Nursery,  although  the  prevalence  of  influenza  in  the  County 
Borough  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year  affected  the  attendances, 
particularly  of  children  under  two  years. 


No.  of  approved  places  —  Under  2  30 

2  —  5  50 

No.  of  children  on  the  register 
at  31st  December,  1957  —  Under  2  18 

2  —  5  53 

Average  daily  attendance  during 
the  year  —  Under  2  17 

2  —  5  38 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 


In  October  of  1957  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  was  transferred  from  the 
Cameron  Hospital  to  Stranton  House,  but  nevertheless  the  attendances 
continued  to  remain  fairly  low.  There  was  an  unfortunate  tendency  on 
the  part  of  patients  to  default  in  attendance  and  this  was  reflected  in 
emergency  admissions  to  hospital  of  such  patients  who  had  neglected  to 
obtain  their  ante-natal  care.  In  an  endeavour  to  persuade  these  patients 
to  attend  regularly  visits  were  made  by  Health  Visitors  to  their  homes 
when  requested  by  the  Consultant  Obstetrician. 

Details  of  the  work  at  the  Clinic  together  with  the  relative  information 
for  the  year  1956  is  shown  below,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  anaemia  of 
pregnancy  again  featured  prominently  in  the  abnormalities  discovered. 


1956 

1957 

Total  attendances . 

179 

197 

No.  of  patients  who  attended . 

68 

86 

Patients  referred  by  practitioners  for  consultation . . . 

33 

23 

Cases  referred  from  other  Health  Authority  Clinics . . 
Abnormalities  discovered — 

— 

2 

Anaemia  in  Pregnancy . 

13 

14 

Toxaemia  in  Pregnancy . 

— 

4 

Previous  Abnormal  Obstetric  History . 

— 

7 
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Anti  Rh  sensitisation .  1 

Malpresentation .  1 

Antepartum  Haemorrhage .  1 

Suspected  Postmaturity .  \ 

Premature  Labour .  \ 

Pelvic  Tumour  and  pregnancy .  1 

Previous  Dystocia .  \ 

bunctional  bleeding  (not  pregnant) .  1 

Grand  Parity .  4 

Renal  Glycosuria .  \ 

Vaginitis  .  1 


Preclamptic  Toxaemia .  5  _ 

Pyelitis  of  Pregnancy .  1 

Anencephaly  and  Hydrammos .  3 

Rhesus  Negative .  \\ 

Subacute  Abdominal  Conditions  and  Pregnancy. .  —  3 

Disproportion .  I 

Heart  Disease  and  Pregnancy .  1 

Hormonal  Dytcrasia  (not  pregnant)  .  —  2 

Cases  referred  for  hospital  confinement .  11  16 


DENTAL  TREATMENT— EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS 
AND  CHILDREN  UNDER  SCHOOL  AGE. 

The  scheme  for  dental  care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  which 
came  into  operation  last  year  was  continued  during  the  year,  but  the  numbers 
show  a  definite  decline.  This  may  to  some  extent  be  accounted  for  by  the 
low  attendance  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic.  Of  those  examined  a  very  high 
proportion  were  found  to  require  dental  treatment. 


A.  Numbers  Provided  with  Dental  Care. 


Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made 

Dentally 

Fit 

Expectant  &  Nursing  mothers 

15 

14 

10 

10 

Children  under  Five 

32 

32 

32 

32 
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B.  Forms  of  Dental  Treatment  Provided. 


Scalings 

and 

Gum 

Treat¬ 

ment 

Fill¬ 

ings 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treat¬ 

ment 

Crowns 

or 

Inlays 

Extrac¬ 

tions 

General 

Anaes¬ 

thetics 

Deni 

ProA 

tures 

/ided 

Radio 

{graphs 

Full 

Upper/ 

Lower 

Partial 

Upper/ 

Lower 

Expectant 
&  Nursing 
Mothers 

4 

4 

9 

_ 

115 

1 

10 

2 

- 

Children 
under  Five 

_ 

19 

25 

_ 

26 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS. 

The  Authority  employs  a  fuli-time  midwife  with  special  training  in  the 
care  of  premature  infants  to  deal  with  premature  births  and  in  addition 
to  attend  babies,  who,  although  not  born  premature  require  special  nursing 
due  to  loss  of  weight.  Cases  are  referred  by  the  domiciliary  municipal 
midwives  or  by  the  hospital  concerned  on  discharge  of  the  child. 

Visits  are  paid  to  each  baby  twice  daily  for  a  period  of  14  days  with  the 
exception  of  poorly  babies  who  may  be  visited  three  or  four  times  a  day 
until  their  condition  is  regarded  as  satisfactory.  Special  nursing  equipment 
is  avilable  for  use  by  the  Premature  Baby  Nurse,  including  a  premature 
baby  cot,  and  in  all  cases  she  works  in  conjunction  with  the  family  doctor. 

During  the  year  under  review  124  babies  received  special  nursing  care 
of  which  98  were  born  in  hospital  and  26  at  home.  A  total  of  2,163  visits 
were  made  to  these  cases. 


CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS. 

During  1957  the  Council’s  Health  Committee  agreed  to  contribute 
towards  the  maintenance  charges  in  respect  of  six  unmarried  expectant  mothers 
in  Homes  at  Sunderland,  Newcastle  and  Brettargh  Holt,  Kendal.  The 
usual  length  of  stay  was  for  six  weeks  prior  to  confinement  and  seven  weeks 
thereafter. 


NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS  REGULATION  ACT,  1948. 

There  are  no  persons  or  premises  registered  with  the  Council  under  the 
above-mentioned  Regulations. 


NURSING  HOMES. 

There  are  no  Registered  Nursing  Homes  in  West  Hartlepool. 
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MIDWIFERY. 

PROPOSED  PART  II  MIDWIFERY  TRAINING  SCHEME. 

The  Part  II  Training  Scheme  has  now  been  approved  and  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  steps  were  taken  to  recruit  staff.  Actual  training  of  midwives 
has  not  yet  been  commenced. 

DOMICILIARY  CONFINEMENTS. 

There  were  519  domiciliary  confinements  attended  by  Municipal  Midwives 
during  the  year,  the  actual  number  of  births  being  525.  Of  these  10  were 
stillbirths,  being  1 .9%  of  the  total  domiciliary  births. 

A  summary  of  the  work  of  Municipal  Midwives  is  given  below  : — 


No.  of  deliveries  attended  by  midwives  during  the  year — 

(a)  Doctor  not  booked 

(i)  Present  at  time  of  delivery .  1 

(ii)  Not  present  at  time  of  delivery .  11 

(b)  Doctor  booked 

(i)  Present  at  time  of  delivery .  42 

(ii)  Not  present  at  time  of  delivery .  465 


Total  519 

mm ■ ST 

No.  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  were  administered— 

(a)  Doctor  present  at  time  of  delivery .  33 

(b)  Doctor  not  present  at  time  of  delivery .  348 

No.  of  cases  in  which  “Trilene”  was  administered — 

(a)  Doctor  present  at  time  of  delivery .  3 

(b)  Doctor  not  present  at  time  of  delivery .  — 

No.  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  administered — 

(a)  Doctor  present  at  time  of  delivery .  35 

(b)  Doctor  not  present  at  time  of  delivery .  314 


No.  of  cases  delivered  in  institutions  but  attended  by  Domicil¬ 
iary  Midwives  on  discharge  and  before  the  14th  day .  146 

No.  of  domiciliary  cases  in  which  the  infant  was  wholly  breast 
fed  at  the  14th  day .  392 

The  most  striking  increase  is  in  the  number  of  cases  delivered  in  instit¬ 
utions  but  attended  by  midwives  on  discharge  and  before  the  14th  day. 
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A  more  detailed  record  was  kept  during  the  year  regarding  the  care  of 


expectant  mothers  of  which  the  following  is  a  summary  : — • 

Ante-natal  care  undertaken  by — 

(i)  General  Medical  Practitioner  only .  8 

(ii)  General  Medical  Practitioner  and  Local  Authority 

Clinic .  1 

(iii)  General  Medical  Practitioner,  L.A.  Clinic  and 

Municipal  Midwife .  28 

(iv)  General  Medical  Practitioner  and  Municipal  Midwife  469 

(v)  Local  Authority  Clinic  and  Municipal  Midwife .  2 

(vi)  Municipal  Midwife  only .  9 

(vii)  No  ante-natal  care .  2 


Conditions  for  which  Doctors  were  Summoned 
in  an  Emergency  by  Midwives. 


Pregnancy — 


Ante  partum  haemorrhage .  7 

No  Foetal  Heart .  3 


10 


PUERPERIUM — 

Post-partum  haemorrhage  ...  1 

Illness  of  Mother .  1 

2 


Labour — 

Retained  placenta .  2 

Uterine  inertia .  2 

Delayed  2nd  stage .  2 

Ruptured  perineum .  33 

Precipitate  Labour .  1 

Malpresentation  .  4 

Episiotomy  .  2 
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Infants — 

Cyanosis .  l 

Prematurity .  4 

Breathing  Difficulty .  1 

Malformation .  2 

Spina  Bifida .  2 

Vomiting .  1 


11 


24 

45 


(i)  Cases  in  which  Doctor  was  booked  . . . 

(ii)  Cases  in  which  Doctor  was  not  booked 


69 
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INSTITUTIONAL  CONFINEMENTS. 

•  I 

The  following  are  details  of  West  Hartlepool  maternity  cases  treated  in 
the  Cameron  Hospital  and  Grantully  Maternity  Home. 

Grantully 
Cameron  Maternity 
Hospital  Home 

No.  of  maternity  beds  in  the  Institution .  40  21 

No.  of  West  Hartlepool  maternity  cases  admitted 

during  the  year . *. . .  743  381 

Average  duration  of  stay  (days) .  12.2  12 

No.  of  cases  delivered  by  (a)  Midwives .  485  240 

(b)  Doctors .  258  93 

No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  sought  by  mid¬ 
wives  in  emergency .  190  142 

No.  of  cases  notified  as  Puerperal  Pyrexia .  9  6 

No.  of  cases  notified  as  Pemphigus  Neonatorum  ....  Nil  1 

No.  of  infants  born  to  West  Hartlepool  mothers  not 

entirely  breast-fed  whilst  in  the  institution .  93  63 

No.  of  cases  notified  as  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum .  Nil  Nil 

No.  of  maternal  deaths  : 

Cause — Placenta  praevia  causing  massive  antepartum 

and  postpartum  haemorrhage .  1  Nil 

No.  of  stillbirths  : 

Causes — Congenital  Malformations .  3 

Maternal  Toxaemia .  8 

Antepartum  Haemorrhage  (Toxaemic) .  6 

Antepartum  Haemorrhage  (Placenta  Praevia) .  .  1 

Eclampsia .  1 

Prolapsed  Cord .  2 

Malpresentation .  1 

Postmaturity .  1 

Unexplained .  2 

25 

Premature — macerated .  2 

Prolapsed  Cord .  1 

Second  twin  macerated .  1 

Macerated  Cord  round  neck .  2 

6 
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No.  of  infant  deaths  within  10  days  of  birth. 

Causes — Congenital  Malformations  incompatible  with 

survival .  3 

Maternal  Toxaemia . 4 

Maternal  Antepartum  Haemorrhage .  6 

Maternal  Febrile  Illness .  1 

Pulmonary  Atelectasis .  4 

Prematurity .  2 

Recurrent  Premature  Labour .  2 

22 

Breech  Delivery,  Foetal  Distress,  Pneumonia. .  1 
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HEALTH  VISITING. 


At  the  end  of  1957  the  staff  consisted  of  a  Superintendent  and  five 
Health  Visitors.  Three  students  were  also  in  training  for  the  Health  Visitor's 
Certificate. 


Visiting  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  continued  to  form  the  greater 
part  of  the  Health  Visitor’s  work. 

In  addition  to  the  care  of  expectant  mothers  and  children  under  five, 
the  work  of  the  Health  Visitor,  as  envisaged  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  has  extended  to  cover  the  care  of  the  family.  They  are  expected  to 
visit  and  give  advice  with  regard  to  health  education,  prevention  of  infectious 
disease,  care  of  aged  persons  and  mental  defectives. 


Visits  were  also  made  to  patients  on  discharge  from  Hospital  to  give 
advice  with  regard  to  after-care,  nourishment,  etc. 


Special  enquiries  also  continued  into  infant  deaths  and  stillbirths  on 
the  lines  indicated  in  the  previous  report.  For  some  years  now  it  has  been 
the  practice  to  keep  detailed  notes  of  all  infant  deaths,  and  these  have  formed 
a  useful  basis  with  regard  to  infant  mortality  in  the  past. 


During  1957,  16,911  visits  were  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  as  follows  : 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Visits  to  children  under  1  year  of  age — First  visits .  1,583 

Re-visits .  3,152 

Visits  to  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  2  years .  3,266 

Visits  to  children  between  the  ages  of  2  and  5  years .  7,182 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers .  404 


Health  Work. 

Visits  to  cases  of  pneumonia . 

Visits  to  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  . 

Visits  to  cases  of  measles . 

Visits  to  cases  of  whooping  cough . 

Visits  to  mental  defectives . 

Special  enquiries — Housing . 

Infant  Deaths . 

Stillbirths . 

Aged  Persons  . 

Hospital  After-Care . 

Adoptions . 

Ante-natal  Care . 

Problem  Families  . 

Others . 

Total  No.  of  families  or  households  visited . 

Total  No.  of  children  under  five  visited . 

Number  of  attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
Ineffectual  visits . .  . .  , . 


19 

10 

611 

63 

112 

138 

97 

38 

76 

62 

11 

5 

7 

75 

4,856 

7,239 

657 

5,865 
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HOME  NURSING. 

Under  Section  25  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  the  Council  is 
required  to  employ  Home  Nurses  to  attend  upon  cases  of  illness  at  home, 
under  the  supervision  of  General  Medical  Practitioners. 

The  Council  employs  six  Home  Nurses  and  during  the  year  1957  they 
attended  657  cases,  which  entailed  15,217  visits. 

The  work  of  the  Home  Nurse  is  very  much  taken  up  with  the  care  of 
the  elderly  and  chronic  sick.  The  total  number  of  visits  to  patients  over 
the  age  of  65  was  9,589,  representing  63%  of  visits  made. 


Age  Group  Distribution. 


Cases 

0—  5 .  11 

5  —  15 .  19 

15  —  45 .  92 

45  —  65  .  198 

65  —  75  .  135 

75  and  up  .  202 


> 


i 


Visits 

337 

5,291 

9,589 


Cases  Analysed  According  to  Disease  or  Condition. 

Disease  or  Condition 

Cases 

Visits 

Disease  or  Condition 

Cases 

Visits 

Abscess . 

11 

230 

Accidents . 

6 

70 

Amputations . 

2 

28 

Anaemia . 

11 

212 

Arthritis . 

13 

909 

Bronchitis . 

30 

267 

Burns  and  Scalds . 

4 

75 

Carcinoma . 

45 

787 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

6 

159 

Cholecystectomy . 

1 

15 

Circulatory  System .... 

13 

160 

Colostomy . 

2 

22 

Constipation . 

57 

86 

Congenital 

Malformations . 

1 

7 

Diabetes . 

19 

2,809 

Disseminated  Sclerosis . 

4 

766 

Fractures  . 

9 

216 

Genito-Urinary  System 

20 

107 

Gastrectomy . 

3 

43 

Heart  Disease . 

78 

2,667 

Hysterectomy . 

2 

22 

Carried  Forward 

337 

9,657 

Brought  forward 

337 

9,657 

Maternal  complications 

9 

91 

Nephrotomy . 

1 

5 

Oedema . 

1 

80 

Poliomyelitis . 

1 

13 

Pneumonia . 

1 

5 

Post-op  Dressings  .... 

5 

189 

Pleurisy . 

1 

26 

Pre  X-ray  Enema .... 

117 

124 

Senility . 

46 

1,386 

Septicaemia . 

1 

86 

Skin  Diseases . 

3 

162 

Stroke . 

36 

1,038 

Cystotomy . 

1 

161 

Tracheotomy . 

1 

9 

Tuberculosis . 

42 

1,248 

Ulcers  (all  parts) . 

11 

430 

Other  Diseases  or 
Conditions . 

31 

410 

Totals 

657 

15,217 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  under  one  year  shows  an  increase  of  107 
over  last  year.  This  is  a  welcome  rise  but  is  still  far  from  an  ideal  figure. 
Of  a  total  561  primary  vaccinations,  279  were  done  at  the  Council’s  Clinics, 
and  282  by  private  medical  practitioners. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations 
carried  out  during  the  past  five  years  : — 


Vaccination 

Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  or  over 

Total 

1953 

209 

6 

14 

12 

14 

255 

1954 

182 

10 

3 

7 

33 

235 

1955 

333 

12 

17 

16 

27 

405 

1956 

378 

16 

11 

22 

26 

453 

1957 

485 

16 

20 

12 

28 

561 

Re-Vaccination 

Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

1 5  or  over 

Total 

1953 

— 

— 

5 

11 

75 

91 

1954 

— 

— 

1 

7 

61 

69 

1955 

— 

1 

3 

5 

55 

64 

1956 

— 

1 

4 

9 

58 

72 

1957 

— 

— 

2 

5 

46 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Immunisations  have  been  carried  out  as  in  previous  years  by  general 
medical  practitioners  and  at  the  School  Clinic  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Increased  use  has  been  made  of  the  combined  diphtheria/pertussis 
antigen  (composition  per  1  cc. — H.  pertussis  20,000  million  —  purified 
diphtheria  formal  toxoid  25  LF).  This  is  free  from  Alum  and  the  obvious 
advantage  in  its  use  is  in  the  number  of  injections  being  reduced  from  five 
to  three. 

It  is  important  to  remember,  however,  that  in  the  immunisation  of 
children  against  diphtheria,  using  the  combined  vaccine,  a  further  reinforcing 
dose  of  diphtheria  antigen  is  necessary  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  primary  and  reinforcing  immunisations 
carried  out  during  the  last  five  years,  and  the  immunity  index  (being  the 
percentage  of  children  immunised  in  each  of  the  age  groups)  for  the  years 

1953  to  1957 
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PRIMARY 

REINFORCING 

YEAR 

AGE  AT  DATE  OF 

FINAL  INJECTION 

Under 

Under 

1 

1  to  4 

5  to  14 

Total 

1 

1  to  4 

5  to  14 

Total 

1953 

257 

297 

407 

961 

32 

1,369 

1,401 

1954 

266 

256 

440 

962 

— 

40 

1,480 

1,520 

1955 

394 

235 

471 

1,100 

— 

69 

884 

953 

1956 

326 

189 

183 

698 

— 

66 

330 

396 

1957 

533 

223 

364 

1,120 

— 

44 

848 

892 

Immunity  Index. 

Under  1 

1—4 

5—14 

Total 

1953 

3.76 

31.1 

47.63 

39.64 

1954 

4.57 

32.2 

47.59 

40.25 

1955 

8.38 

34.57 

53.02 

44.83 

1956 

4.3 

36.37 

50.18 

43.02 

1957 

11.3 

38.5 

50.01 

43.91 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  children  under  one  is  far  from  satisfactory, 
and  continued  propaganda  in  this  field  is  required. 


POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  children  vaccinated  against 
poliomyelitis  during  1957  but  again  owing  to  limited  supplies  of  vaccine 
being  available  only  certain  age  groups  could  be  included  in  the  scheme. 
All  the  vaccinations  were  carried  out  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Authority 
and  only  vaccine  of  British  manufacture  was  used. 


The  numbers  vaccinated  were  as  follows  : — 


Year  of  Birth 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Total 

Male 

280 

276 

228 

193 

75 

60 

58 

32 

1,202 

Female 

250 

261 

200 

204 

79 

55 

62 

29 

1,140 

Total 

530 

537 

428 

397  |  154 

115 

120 

61 

2,342 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  were  being  made  to  extend 
the  programme  of  poliomyelitis  vaccination  to  include  all  children  between 
the  ages  of  six  months  and  15  years  and  expectant  mothers,  together  with 
certain  other  priority  groups  including  general  medical  practitioners  and 
their  families,  hospital  staffs,  ambulance  personnel  etc.  It  was  proposed 
to  import  Salk  vaccine  from  Canada  and  the  United  States  to  enable  this 
extended  programme  to  be  completed  before  the  summer  of  1958.  Whilst 
the  Salk  vaccine  had  not  been  brought  into  use  by  the  end  of  the  year  the 
attention  of  the  general  public  had  been  drawn  to  the  revised  scheme  and 

at  the  31st  December,  1957,  the  following  applicants  were  awaiting  vaccin¬ 
ation, 
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Children  born  in  the  years,  1943/1946 .  2,024 

Children  born  in  the  years  1947/1957 .  3,724 

Expectant  Mothers .  8 

General  Practitioners  and  families .  8 

Ambulance  Staff  and  families .  17 


5,781 

INFLUENZA  VACCINE.  = 

The  Minister  of  Health  decided  in  September  of  1957  to  make  available 
to  local  authorities  supplies  of  influenza  vaccine  for  the  vaccination  of  certain 
groups  of  doctors,  nurses  and  other  staff,  who  were  particularly  exposed 
to  infection. 

72  persons  expressed  a  wish  to  receive  the  vaccine  and  of  these  35  were 
subsequently  vaccinated  with  two  injections.  Of  the  remainder,  27  received 
one  injection  only,  and  the  remaining  10  defaulted  completely. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  Staff  of  the  Ambulance  Service  comprises  an  Ambulance  Officer 
and  19  male  and  female  drivers  and  attendants.  There  are  6  vehicles, 
namely  4  ambulances  and  2  sitting-case  cars. 

During  the  year  a  Morris  Commercial  LC5  with  a  3 . 4-litre  diesel  engine 
came  into  service.  Initial  impressions  are  that  this  vehicle  will  be  particu¬ 
larly  economical  to  run.  Over  the  first  ten  months’  service  the  vehicle 
travelled  15,076  miles  at  an  average  of  31.3  miles  per  gallon.  The  vehicle 
rides  well  and  no  complaints  have  been  received  from  patients  regarding 
vibration. 

m 

The  number  of  cases  transported  within  the  County  Borough  shows  very 
little  change  as  compared  with  last  year.  The  proportion  within  and  outside 
the  Borough  are  practically  the  same. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  cases  transported  during  the  past  five 
years  : — 


Within  the  Outside  the 

Borough  Borough 


Cases 

Mileage 

Cases 

Mileage 

1953 

16,152 

40,033 

2,715 

31,058 

1954 

18,341 

46,432 

2,573 

32,583 

1955 

19,637 

53,811 

2,377 

35,758 

1956 

19,910 

56,857 

2,238 

37,093 

1957 

20,002 

54,875 

2,650 

38,302 

Ihe  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the 
year,  together  with  the  mileage  involved. 


CASES 

OUTSIDE  THE 

CASES  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  COUNTY  ALL  CASES 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

During  the  year  the  Minister  of  Health  approved  the  amendment  of 
the  Council’s  proposals  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  for  affording  all  necessary  care  and  after-care  to  persons  discharged 
from  hospital  or  other  invalids,  including  the  provision  of  accommodation 
in  Rest  Homes,  Convalescent  Homes  and  the  like. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Report  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Robinson,  Chest  Physician. 

There  were  56  notifications  of  tuberculosis  during  the  year  of  whom 
28  were  male  adults,  18  female  adults  and  10  children.  The  average  age 
of  the  males  was  42  with  the  youngest  15  and  the  oldest  75.  In  the  females 
the  average  age  was  31  with  the  youngest  16  and  the  oldest  63.  In  the  case 
of  the  men  the  average  is  more  or  less  as  before  but  it  would  seem  that  with 
the  women  the  average  age  is  up. 

In  many  of  the  cases  it  is  all  too  apparent  that  when  discovered  the 
disease  is  not  a  recent  infection  but  has  been  present  for  two  to  three  years. 
As  far  as  the  children  are  concerned  many  of  the  notifications  were  not  because 
the  child  was  suffering  but  in  order  that  we  could  investigate  the  contacts 
and  try  to  find  from  whom  the  disease  was  caught. 

On  the  whole  I  think  the  statistics  indicate  a  satisfactory  state  of  affairs 
and  the  general  tendency  towards  improvement  in  tuberculosis  is  being 


maintained. 

No.  of  tuberculosis  cases  on  register,  1st  January,  1957 .  569 

No.  of  new  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis .  56 

No.  of  transfers  from  other  clinics .  14 

No.  of  transfers  out .  11 

No.  of  cases  written  off  during  the  year  as  dead  (all  causes) . .  13 

No.  of  cases  written  off  as  recovered .  6 

No.  of  cases  on  register,  31st  December,  1957 .  609 

Total  No.  of  visits  paid  by  visitors  to  tuberculosis  households  2,509 
Total  No.  of  attendances  by  whole-time  tuberculosis  visitors  at 

chest  clinics  during  the  year  .  81 


NOTIFICATIONS. 

The  number  of  new  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  1957 
was  56  as  compared  with  50  in  1956  and  95  in  1955. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  group  distribution  of  notified  cases  of 
tuberculosis  during  the  year  divided  into  the  parts  of  the  body  affected. 


TUBERCULOSIS  —  NOTIFIED  CASES  1957. 
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DEATHS. 

There  were  14  deaths  attributable  to  respiratory  tuberculosis  during 
the  year  and  one  death  attributable  to  other  forms  of  tuberculosis.  Two 
children  under  the  age  of  5  died  from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  the  respective 
ages  being  5  months  and  17  months.  In  neither  case  had  B.C.G.  vaccination 
been  given. 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  and  death  rates  for  respiratory 
and  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  for  the  past  ten  years. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Deaths  and  Death  Rates  1948-57. 


Year 

NO 

OF  DEATt 

4S 

DEATH  RATES 
(per  1,000  Population) 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

All  Forms 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

All  Forms 

1948 

42 

12 

54 

0.59 

0.16 

0.75 

1949 

39 

6 

45 

0.54 

0.08 

0.62 

1950 

37 

8 

45 

0.51 

0.11 

0.62 

1951 

24 

2 

26 

0.33 

0.03 

0.36 

1952 

22 

3 

25 

0.30 

0.04 

0.34 

1953 

10 

3 

13 

0.14 

0.04 

0.18 

1954 

12 

4 

16 

0.17 

0.05 

0.22 

1955 

13 

3 

16 

0.18 

0.04 

0.22 

1956 

13 

— 

13 

0. 18 

0.00 

0.18 

1957 

14 

1 

15 

0.19 

0.01 

0.20 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION. 

(a)  Contacts  Scheme. 

The  work  under  this  scheme  is  undertaken  by  the  Consultant  Chest 
Physician  and  the  number  of  persons  dealt  with  during  1957  was  : — 

(i)  No.  skin-tested  . .  133 

(ii)  No.  found  negative  69 

(iii)  No.  vaccinated  . .  90 


(b)  Schoolchildren. 

During  the  year  B.C.G.  vaccination  was  offered  for  the  first  time  to 
boys  and  girls  who  were  in  their  fourteenth  year.  Children  who  accepted 
vaccination  were  given  a  tuberculin  test  and  those  found  to  be  negative 
and  therefore  more  susceptible  to  tuberculosis  were  offered  vaccination 
immediately.  The  response  and  results  are  shown  in  the  accompanying 
table. 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

No.  to  whom  Testing  was  offered . 

632 

604 

1,236 

Refused . 

303 

253 

556 

Accepted . 

329 

351 

680 

Absent  and  therefore  not  tested . 

13 

6 

19 

TESTED . 

316 

345 

661 

Absent  and  therefore  not  read . 

4 

4 

8 

READ . 

312 

341 

653 

Tuberculin  POSITIVE . 

.  .  68 

80 

148 

Tuberculin  Negative  and  therefore 

VACCINATED . 

244 

261 

505 

Total  No.  POSITIVE . 

68 

80 

148 

Total  No.  NEGATIVE  &  VACCINATED.. 

244 

261 

505 

Total 

653 

CONVALESCENT  TREATMENT. 

The  Health  Committee  authorised  arrangements  to  be  made  through  the 
National  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  for  4  cases  to  be 
sent  for  convalescent  treatment  during  the  year,  but  unfortunately  arrange¬ 
ments  could  only  be  made  for  one  of  these  to  have  such  treatment. 

t 

An  endeavour  will  be  made  to  arrange  for  the  remaining  3  cases  to  have 
convalescent  treatment  during  1958. 
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OTHER  SERVICES. 

GERIATRIC  LAUNDRY  SERVICE. 

During  the  year  an  agreement  was  reached  between  the  Local  Authority 
and  the  Hartlepools  Hospital  Management  Committee  with  regard  to  the 
nursing  of  not  more  than  six  incontinent  geriatric  patients  at  one  time  in 
their  own  homes,  the  arrangement  being  that  the  Local  Authority  would 
provide  the  necessary  sheets,  etc.,  and  arrange  for  the  distribution  of  the 
clean  laundry  to  the  individual  homes  and  the  collection  of  soiled  laundry; 
the  Hospital  Management  Committee  staff  to  collect  and  launder  the  soiled 
linen  and  arrange  for  its  return  to  the  Health  Department.  The  charge  to 
be  made  by  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  laundering  of  the 
articles  is  based  on  the  calculated  cost  per  item  for  the  previous  quarter. 


PROVISION  OF  NURSING  EQUIPMENT. 

During  1957  requests  for  the  loan  of  sick  room  equipment  were  received 
in  respect  of  186  new  patients. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  Council’s  Home  Nursing  equip¬ 
ment  and  the  number  of  occasions  on  which  the  respective  articles  were 
loaned  : — 


Articles 

Air  beds 

2 

No.  of  times 
loaned  to  Patients 

Air  rings 

— 

29 

56 

Bed  Pans 

— 

39 

103 

Bed  Rests 

— 

12 

43 

Crutches 

— 

1  pair 

1 

Cages 

— 

6 

6 

Feeding  Trays 

— 

1 

1 

Rubber  Sheets 

— 

31 

49 

Urinals 

— 

17 

32 

Wheelchairs 

— 

7 

17 
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SMOKING  AND  CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG— Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  7/57. 

With  the  above-mentioned  Circular  the  Minister  forwarded  a  copy  of 
a  statement  made  by  him  in  Parliament  on  the  27th  June,  1957,  on  the 
subject  of  Smoking  and  Cancer  of  the  Lung,  in  the  light  of  the  special  report 
of  the  Medical  Research  Council  on  the  subject. 

The  conclusions  of  the  Research  Council  were  : — 

1.  A  very  great  increase  has  occurred  during  the  past  25  years  in  the 
death  rate  from  lung  cancer  in  Great  Britain  and  other  countries. 

2.  A  relatively  small  number  of  the  total  cases  can  be  attributed  to 
specific  industrial  hazards. 

3.  A  proportion  of  cases,  the  exact  extent  of  which  cannot  yet  be 
defined,  may  be  due  to  atmospheric  pollution. 

4.  Evidence  from  many  investigations  in  different  countries  indicates 
that  a  major  part  of  the  increase  is  associated  with  tobacco  smoking, 
particularly  in  the  form  of  cigarettes.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Council 
the  most  reasonable  interpretation  of  this  evidence  is  that  the 
relationship  is  one  of  direct  cause  and  effect. 

5.  The  identification  of  several  cancerogenic  substances  in  tobacco 
smoke  provided  a  rational  basis  for  such  casual  relationship. 

The  Council  approved  the  following  recommendations  of  the  Health 
Committee  : — 

(a)  That  authority  be  given  for  the  display  of  small  posters  throughout 
the  town  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £50. 

(b)  That  authority  be  given  for  the  purchase  of  a  supply  of  posters 
from  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  for  display  in 
suitable  buildings  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £50. 

(c)  That  subject  to  suitable  slides  being  obtained  at  a  reasonable  cost 
the  Managers  of  the  local  Cinemas  be  asked  to  include  such  slides 
in  their  programmes. 

(d)  That  the  Transport  Committee  be  asked  to  consider  the  display 
of  suitable  notices  being  displayed  in  the  Corporation  buses. 

The  display  of  notices  referred  to  in  paragraphs  (a)  and  (b)  was  subse¬ 
quently  carried  out. 

Unfortunately  the  Council’s  Transport  Committee  could  not  see  its 
way  clear  to  allowing  notices  to  be  displayed  in  the  Corporation  buses,  and 
only  one  of  the  Managers  of  the  eight  local  Cinemas  agreed  to  allow  a  slide 
to  be  exhibited  in  his  theatre  for  a  few  weeks. 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  past  year  has  seen  a  continuing  rise  in  the 
number  of  cases  attended.  This  total  is  now  302  cases  per  week,  as  against 
269  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

The  staff  at  the  moment  is  comprised  of  34  full-time  Helps  and  38 
part-time  Helps  (work  24  hours  per  week),  whose  time  as  at  31st  December, 
was  allocated  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  cases  on  9  half  days 


9  9  9 9 


;  > 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

5 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

4 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

GO 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

2 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

1 

9  9 

9  9 

,,  once  fortnightly 


1 

9 

10 

7 

26 

88 

138 

23 


302 


It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  figures  that  a  large  part  of  the  service 
is  provided  to  people  in  the  last  three  categories.  Most  of  these  are  old 
people,  are  capable  of  preparing  their  own  meals,  but  are  not  able,  owing 
to  various  complaints  synonymous  with  old  age,  to  do  either  the  whole  or 
the  heavier  household  duties. 

People  included  in  the  first  three  categories  are  those  suffering  from 
illnesses  of  a  chronic  nature,  and  would  have  to  be  taken  to  hospital  if  no 
Home  Help  was  provided. 

During  the  year  we  have  been  asked  to  provide  help  at  a  new  type  of 
case.  Help  has  been  provided  in  two  instances  where  a  widower  has  been 
left  with  young  children. 

In  one  case,  where  there  are  four  children,  help  is  provided  for  2  hours 
each  morning,  and  with  the  additional  assistance  of  a  relative,  and  by  the 
2-year-old  twins  attending  the  Day  Nursery,  this  family  is  able  to  carry  on. 

The  other  case,  where  there  are  three  boys  of  school  age,  receive  no 
assistance  apart  from  that  provided  by  the  Home  Help  Service,  and  but  for 
that  help,  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  home  would  have  been  broken  up, 
and  the  children  taken  into  care. 

The  staff  problem  has  not  been  an  easy  one.  Recruitment  of  suitable 
women  is  difficult  in  these  days  of  full  employment,  and  altogether  18  Helps 
have  left  the  service  during  the  year,  the  majority  for  health  reasons.  There 
no  doubt  that  Helps  find  the  work  very  heavy.  In  addition  the  staff  was 
severely  hit  during  September  and  October  with  the  ’flu  epidemic,  which 
started  before  we  had  finished  coping  with  annual  holidays. 
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(i)  No.  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

(a)  Whole-time  34 

(b)  Part-time  38 


(ii)  No.  of  cases  where  domestic  help  was  provided  during  the  year  : — 


(a)  Maternity  (including  expectant 

mothers) . 

(b)  Tuberculosis . 

(c)  Chronic  sick  including  aged  and 

and  infirm . 

(d)  Others . 


Total 

(i) 

Percent¬ 
age  of 
Total 
(2) 

Cases  included  in 
Col.  1  in  which  help 
began  prior  to  1957 
(3) 

36 

6.94 

Nil 

6 

1.16 

5 

398 

76.68 

257 

79 

15.22 

28 

519 

290 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946  —  SEC.  51. 

The  Health  Authority's  arrangements  for  dealing  with  the  mentally 
ill  and  mental  defective  remain  as  heretofore. 

(1)  Administration. 

(a)  The  Mental  Health  Service  is  directed  by  the  Health  Committee, 
which  consists  of  1 1  elected  representatives  and  2  co-opted  members 
nominated  by  the  West  Hartlepool  Local  Medical  Committee. 

(b)  The  staff  engaged  on  this  service  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  The  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  one  of  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers’  of  Health  : 
The  Lay  Administrative  Officer  :  Deputy  Lay  Administrative 
Officer  and  a  Male  Clerk,  all  of  whom  are  also  Duly  Authorised 
Officers.  The  Local  Authority’s  Health  Visitors.  The  Super¬ 
visor  and  Assistant  Supervisors  at  the  Occupation  Centre. 

(c)  Medical  Practitioners  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  until 
the  31st  December,  1961,  for  the  purpose  of  making  recommendations  for 
voluntary  and  temporary  treatment  under  the  provisions  of  Sections  1  (3) 
and  5(3)  of  the  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930  : — 

Dr.  W.  M.  Conley 
Dr.  J.  Lithgow 
Dr.  J.  E.  Mitchell 
Dr.  W.  A.  Nicholson 
Dr.  R.  G.  Russell 

(d)  Doctors  approved  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  medical  certificates  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938  : 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Dr.  W.  M.  Conley 
Dr.  G.  S.  Mather 

(e)  A  Consultant  Psychiatrist  employed  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  at  Winterton  Hospital  held  an  out-patients  clinic  at  the  General 
Hospital,  West  Hartlepool,  every  fortnight. 

The  Medical  Superintendents  of  Aycliffe  Hospital  and  Prudhoe  and  . 
Monkton  Hospital,  also  held  out-patients  clinics  at  the  General  Hospital, 
West  Hartlepool  from  time  to  time. 

My  grateful  thanks  are  extended  to  these  specialists  for  their  most 
helpful  co-operation  at  all  times  and  also  for  the  information  and  advice 
which  they  freely  give  with  regard  to  patients  referred  to  them. 
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(2)  Work  Undertaken  in  the  Community. 

(a)  Under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Acts, 
1946 — Illness  Prevention,  Care  and  After-Care. 

This  work  in  its  initial  stages  is  carried  out  by  the  General  Medical 
Practitioners  and  the  Local  Authority’s  Health  Visitors,  who  subsequently 
bring  difficult  cases  to  the  notice  of  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers. 

Every  endeavour  is  made  by  these  officers  to  persuade  patients  to  attend 
Psychiatric  Out-patients  Clinics  held  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  at  the 
General  Hospital,  West  Hartlepool,  and  also  at  Winterton  Mental  Hospital, 
Sedgefield,  and  to  ensure  that  adequate  assistance  and  supervision  is 
available  for  patients. 

(b)  Under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930. 

This  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers. 

In  addition  to  the  work  involved  in  arranging  admissions  to  mental 
hospitals  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers  made  numerous  visits  to  reported 
cases  which  were  not  considered  necessary  to  be  removed  to  hospital  and 
also  visited,  to  a  very  limited  extent,  patients  discharged  from  mental 
hospitals. 

General  Medical  Practitioners  also  arranged  for  patients  to  receive 
Voluntary  Treatment  at  Mental  Hospitals. 

(c)  Under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938. 

(i)  Regular  visits  to  mental  defectives  under  Statutory  Supervision, 
or  on  Leave  on  licence  from  Mental  Deficiency  Hospitals,  were 
made  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers  in  the  case  of  male  defectives, 
and  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  case  of  female  defectives. 

(ii)  Training. 

37  defectives  under  Statutory  Supervision,  16  males  and  21  females 
were  in  regular  attendance  at  the  Occupation  Centre  at  Brenda 
Road,  throughout  the  year. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Council's  Transport  undertaking 
to  convey  the  defectives  to  and  from  the  Centre  each  day,  and  with 
the  School  Meals  Service  for  the  provision  of  dinners. 

The  high  standard  of  work  achieved  at  the  Centre  during  the  year 
reflects  great  credit  upon  the  Supervisor  and  her  three  Assistants. 

(d)  Royal  Commission  Report  on  Mental  Illness. 

An  important  landmark  during  the  year  was  the  publication  of  the 
Royal  Commission  Report  on  the  law  relating  to  mental  illness  and  mental 

deficiency. 
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The  Report  envisages  wider  powers  for  the  Local  Authority  in  the 
ommunity  care  of  the  mentally  ill  and  mental  defectives,  therefore  it  seems 
likely  that  in  the  near  future  the  reports  on  the  work  of  mental  health  after¬ 
care  will  be  greatly  extended. 

(3)  Mental  Deficiency  Acts.,  1913-1938. 

(a)  Ascertainment  of  Cases  Reported  during  the  Year. 

24  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  namely  3  males  and  3  females 
by  the  Local  Education  Authority  under  Section  57(3)  of  the  Education 
Act,  and  4  males  and  1  female  under  Section  57(5)  of  the  Act ;  1  male  by 
the  Police  and  8  males  and  4  females  by  other  sources. 

Of  this  number  15  males  and  6  females  were  placed  under  Statutory 
Supervision  and  1  male  and  1  female  admitted  to  Aycliffe  Hospital,  and  1 
female  to  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital. 

In  addition  4  other  defectives  previously  notified  were  admitted  to 
Hospital,  viz.  :  2  males  and  1  female  to  Aycliffe  Hospital  and  1  female  to 
the  General  Hospital,  West  Hartlepool. 

(b)  Temporary  Hospital  Accommodation. 

2  boys  were  admitted  to  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  during  the 
year  for  temporary  periods  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  5/1952. 

(c)  Place  of  Safety. 

During  1957  it  was  found  necessary  to  admit  1  male  and  3  females  to 
a  “Place  of  Safety." 

(d)  Guardianship. 

There  were  no  defectives  under  Guardianship  during  1957. 


(e)  Registers. 

At  the  31st  December,  1957,  there  were  223  defectives  on  the  Council’s 
Mental  Deficiency  Registers,  made  up  as  follows  : — 


MAI 

.ES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

Under  16 

16  &  over 

Under  16 

16  &  over 

Under  Statutory  supervision 

17 

11 

39 

40 

107 

Under  Voluntary  supervision 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Under  Friendly  supervision 

— 

— 

5 

1 

6 

In  Place  of  Safety 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

In  Hospitals 

3 

9 

54 

41 

107 

TOTALS  .. 

20 

20 

101 

82 

223 
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West  Hartlepool  patients  in  Mental  Deficiency  Hospitals  at  31st 
December,  1957,  were  as  follows  : 


Hospital 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Prudhoe  &  Monkton 

36 

9 

45 

Rampton 

4 

1 

5 

Aycliffe 

12 

11 

23 

Harton,  South  Shields 

4 

— 

4 

Northgate,  Morpeth 

1 

— 

1 

Silverton  House, 

Rothbury 

— 

1 

1 

General,  WestH’lepool 

— 

27 

27 

Durran  Hill,  Carlisle 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  . . 

57 

50 

1(7 

(f)  Leave  on  Licence. 


At  the  31st  December,  1957,  four  patients 

were  on 

Leave  on  Licence 

from  Hospitals  as  under  : — 

Hospital 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Prudhoe  and  Monkton 

1 

— 

1 

Aycliffe 

1 

1 

9 

A* 

General,  West  Hartlepool 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

(g)  Awaiting  Admission  to  Hospitals. 

At  the  31st  December,  1957,  there  were  12  males  and  1  female  on  the 
Waiting  List  for  admission  to  Mental  Deficiency  Hospitals,  2  of  these  being 
urgent  cases. 

(4)  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930. 

The  majority  of  cases  continue  to  be  referred  to  the  Duly  Authorised 
Officers  by  local  medical  practitioners.  Cases  are  also  referred  by  the  local 
authority’s  domicilary  services,  the  hospital  authorities,  police,  the  National 
Assistance  Board  and  other  social  services. 
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The  services  of  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers  are  available  at  all  times, 
and  they  are  greatly  assisted  in  their  work  by  the  co-operation  of  the 
respective  Medical  Superintendents  and  staffs  of  the  General  Hospital, 
West  Hartlepool,  and  Winterton  Hospital,  Sedgefield.  Special  reference 
must,  however,  be  made  of  the  help  given  by  the  staff  of  the  Observation 
Wards  at  the  General  Hospital  and  in  particular  by  Dr.  Roberta  Ainsley. 

Preventive  work  in  the  community  is,  however,  very  much  restricted 
owing  to  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers  also  having  to  carry  out  the  duties 
of  Welfare  Officers  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  but  nevertheless  a 
considerable  number  of  patients  discharged  from  hospitals  are  visited  and 
the  help  of  their  families  sought  in  playing  their  part  in  helping  in  the 
recovery  of  the  patient. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  patients  dealt  with  by  the  Duly 
Authorised  Officers  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957  : — 

Males  Females  Total 

No.  of  patients  admitted  to  the  General 

Hospital,  West  Hartlepool,  under  Sec. 

20  of  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890  . .  . .  64  76  140 

61  of  these  cases  were  dealt  with  outside  normal  office  hours. 

No.  of  patients  admitted  to  Winterton  Hospital,  Sedgefield  : — 


Voluntary  (Mental  Treatment  Act, 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1930 — Section  1) 

9 

10 

19 

Temporary  (Mental  Treatment  Act, 

1930 — Section  5) 

2 

9 

11 

Certified  (Lunacy  Act,  1890,  Section 

16)  ..  ..  ..  . .  .. 

28 

29 

57 

39 

48 

87 

a 

=5 

In  addition  56  patients,  (22  males  and  34  females),  made  their  own 
arrangements  for  voluntary  admission  to  Winterton  Hospital,  Sedgefield. 
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The  position  regarding  West  Hartlepool  patients  in  hospitals  at  the 


31st  December,  1957,  was  as  follows  : — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Cherry  Knowle  Hospital 

— 

1 

1 

General  Hospital 

23 

27 

50 

Ranceby  Hospital,  Sleaford,  Lines. 

1 

— 

1 

Runwell  Mental  Hospital,  Wickford,  Essex 

1 

— 

1 

Stannington  . . 

32 

32 

64 

Storthers  Hall  Hospital,  Huddersfield 

— 

1 

1 

St.  Bernard’s  Hospital,  Middlesex 

1 

— 

1 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Middlesbrough 

1 

— 

1 

Winterton  Hospital  . . 

53 

54 

107 

112 

115 

227 
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PROBLEM  FAMILIES. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  contained  in  the  joint  Circular  issued 
in  1950  by  the  Home  Office,  Ministry  of  Health  and  Ministry  of  Education, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  continued  to  act  as  co-ordinating  officer  of 
the  social  services  concerned  with  neglected  children  in  their  own  homes, 
and  during  1957  meetings  took  place  at  which  the  following  Officers  attended  : 

Area  Officer  of  the  National  Assistance  Board 

N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector 

Probation  Officers 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

Housing  Officer 

Children’s  Officer 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor 

Senior  School  Nurse 

School  Welfare  Officers 

Home  Help  Organiser 

Lay  Administrative  Officer 

A  full  exchange  of  information  regarding  "problem  families”  took  place 
and  consideration  given  to  the  various  ways  and  means  of  solving  the  family 
difficulties,  especially  with  a  view  to  preventing  child  neglect. 


i.  Number  of  Families. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  circumstances  of  16  families  were 
under  consideration,  and  during  the  year  the  circumstances  of  a  further  22 
families  were  considered.  These  families  were  brought  to  notice  by  : — 


N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector  7 

Children’s  Officer  4 

Education  Department  2 

Health  Department  9 


22 
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li. 


Family  Size. 


The  following  table  shows  the  sizes  of 

Children 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


the  families  considered  : — 

No.  of  families 

1 

8 

7 

11 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

38 


iii.  Factors  Associated  with  the  Problem. 

Characteristics  of  problem  families  from  the  information  reported  at 
the  meetings  of  the  co-ordinating  committee  appeared  to  be  as  follows  : — 


1. 

Absence  of  parent  through  death,  separation, 
divorce  or  imprisonment 

14  families 

2. 

Ill-health 

2 

3. 

Mental  ill-health  or  mental  backwardness 

3  „ 

4. 

Personality  failure  (e.g.  irresponsible  behaviour, 
workshyness,  etc.) 

7  „ 

5. 

Housing  (overcrowding,  eviction,  or  threat 
of  eviction) 

12  „ 

38 


The  above  factors  are  associated  with  problem  families  in  a  general 
way  and  cannot  be  regarded  necessarily  as  the  root  of  the  problem.  Some 
are  possibly  the  result  of  the  conditions  in  which  the  family  finds  itself,  for 
often  the  effect  is  like  a  vicious  circle.  In  many  circumstances  a  number 
of  different  factors  appeared  to  operate  at  the  same  time. 
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iv.  Treatment. 

The  following  summary  shows  how  the  cases  were  dealt  with  : — 

1.  Provided  with  Temporary  Part  III  Accom¬ 
modation  under  the  National  Assistance  Act  4  families 


2.  Provided  with  a  Home  Help 

3.  Children  taken  into  care  of  Local  Authority 

4.  Children  admitted  to  Dr.  Barnardo’s  Homes 

5.  Re-housed  by  Local  Authority 

6.  Obtained  alternative  accommodation 

7.  Convalescent  Homes  up  to  a  fortnight’s 
duration 

8.  Left  the  district 

9.  Prosecutions  (for  neglect,  non-attendance  at 
school,  etc.) 


1  family 

30  (8  families) 

2  (1  family) 

11  families 

3  „ 

2  mothers  and 
2  children 

2  families 


Of  these  cases  6  families  were  dealt  with  in  more  than  one  category. 


The  provision  of  the  Home  Help  and  the  sending  of  two  mothers  and 
their  children  to  Convalescent  Homes  was  arranged  in  accordance  with  the 
Council’s  Proposals  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

At  the  end  of  1957  there  were  13  problem  families  under  the  supervision 
of  the  appropriate  officers. 

The  conditions  under  which  some  of  the  families  lived  must  have  had  a 
blighting  effect  on  the  lives  of  the  children,  even  if  suffering  did  not  occur  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  warrant  a  prosecution. 

An  unsatisfactory  position  so  far  as  the  Council  is  concerned  is  that  of 
the  13  families  still  under  supervision,  8  are  tenants  of  Council  houses. 

The  Co-ordinating  Committee  serves  a  useful  purpose  in  collecting  all 
available  information  with  regard  to  “Problem  Families’’  and  achieves  a 
certain  amount  of  success  by  concerted  action  of  the  appropriate  officers. 
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WELFARE  SERVICES. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the  capacity  of  Chief  Welfare  Officer 
is  responsible  to  the  Welfare  Committee  for  the  Welfare  Services  provided 
by  the  Council  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  The  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee  consists  of  11  elected  representatives  (all  of  whom  are  members  of 
the  Health  Committee)  and  4  co-opted  members. 

The  administration  and  field  work  in  connection  with  this  service  is 
undertaken  by  the  Lay  Administrative  Officer,  Deputy  Lay  Administrative 
Officer  and  a  Male  Clerk,  all  of  whom  are  also  Duly  Authorised  Officers  in 
the  Council’s  Mental  Health  Service. 

1.  CARE  OF  THE  AGED. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  21. 

National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  Section  28. 

During  the  year  the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Authority  in  respect  of 
the  care  of  the  aged  was  further  delineated  by  the  issue  of  Ministry  Circular 
No.  14/57. 

This  referred  to  a  survey  conducted  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  through 
his  officers,  of  the  facilities  available  to  the  chronic  sick  and  in  particular 
the  aged  chronic  sick. 

For  the  purpose  of  the  survey,  the  division  of  responsibility  between 
hospital  authorities  and  local  authorities  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948,  was  deemed  to  be  as  follows  : — 

“Welfare  Authorities. 

Apart  from  the  active  elderly  person  who  is  in  need  of  residential  care 
and  who  is  clearly  the  responsibility  of  the  welfare  authority,  the  latter’s 
responsibility  also  extends  to  the  following  : — 

(i)  Care  of  the  otherwise  active  resident  in  a  welfare  home  during 
minor  illnesses  which  may  well  involve  a  short  period  in  bed. 

(ii)  Care  of  the  infirm  (including  the  senile)  who  may  need  help  in 
dressing,  toilet,  etc.,  and  may  need  to  live  on  the  ground  floor 
because  they  cannot  manage  stairs,  and  may  spend  part  of  the 
day  in  bed  (or  longer  periods  in  bad  weather). 

(iii)  Care  of  those  elderly  persons  in  a  welfare  home  who  have  to  take 
to  bed  and  are  not  expected  to  live  more  than  a  few  weeks  (or 
exceptionally  months)  and  who  would,  if  in  their  own  homes,  stay 
there  because  they  cannot  benefit  from  treatment  or  nursing  care 
beyond  what  can  be  given  at  home,  and  whose  removal  to  hospital 
away  from  their  familiar  surroundings  and  attendants  would  be 
felt  to  be  inhumane. 
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All  these  are  persons  for  whom  any  necessary  nursing  care  would 
be  given  by  relatives,  etc.,  with  the  help  or  advice  of  the  home 
nurse  if  they  were  living  in  their  own  homes.  In  welfare  homes 
that  care  should  be  given  by  attendants,  assisted  or  advised  by 
the  visiting  home  nurse  in  the  small  welfare  home,  or  by  a  small 
staff  with  nursing  qualifications  or  experience  in  the  larger  homes. 

It  is  not  regarded  as  the  responsibility  of  the  welfare  authority 
to  give  prolonged  nursing  care  to  the  bedfast  (except  those  in  (iii) 
above),  nor  as  desirable  that  separate  “infirmary  wards”  should  be 
created  in  large  homes  in  which  patients  from  other  homes  are 
concentrated. 

Hospital  Authorities. 

Apart  from  the  acute  sick  and  others  needing  active  treatment,  who 
are  clearly  the  responsibility  of  the  hospital  authority,  the  latter's  respons¬ 
ibility  also  extends  to  the  following  : — 

(i)  Care  of  the  chronic  bedfast  who  may  need  little  or  no  medical 
treatment  but  do  require  prolonged  nursing  care  over  months  or 
years. 

(ii)  Convalescent  care  of  the  elderly  sick  who  have  completed  active 
treatment  but  are  not  yet  ready  for  discharge  to  their  own  homes 
or  to  welfare  homes. 

(iii)  Care  of  the  senile  confused  or  disturbed  patient  who  is,  owing  to 
his  mental  condition,  unfit  to  live  a  normal  community  life  in  a 
welfare  home. 

It  is  not  regarded  as  the  responsibility  of  the  hospital  authority 
to  give  all  medical  or  nursing  care  needed  by  an  old  person,  however 
minor  the  illness  or  however  short  the  stay  in  bed  ;  nor  to  admit 
all  those  who  need  nursing  care  because  they  are  entering  on  the 
last  stage  of  their  lives.” 

The  survey  indicated  that  the  services  for  the  most  part  were  fairly 
adequate,  though  generally  under  pressure.  It  pointed  out  the  valuable 
contribution  which  the  Home  Help  Service  made  to  help  the  aged  to  live  in 
their  own  homes. 

The  Minister  reinforced  one  point  which  had  long  been  recognised 
namely  the  importance  of  complete  co-ordination  and  integration  of  all 
local  health  authority  domiciliary  services.  In  this  respect  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Chief  Welfare  Officer,  and  therefore  complete 
integration  of  staff  is  achieved. 
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At  the  moment  no  records  are  available  with  regard  to  the  potential 
demand  for  Hostel  accommodation  in  the  forseeable  future  but  steps  are 
being  taken  through  the  domiciliary  health  services  and  other  sources  to 
compile  information  regarding  aged  persons  living  alone  and  in  need  of  care. 

At  the  31st  December,  1957,  122  persons  were  accommodated  in  resi¬ 
dential  accommodation  provided  by  the  Council,  as  under  : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Briarfields  Hostel 

37 

— 

37 

Dinsdale  Lodge 

14 

18 

32 

Fairlawn  Hostel 

— 

15 

15 

Hazelhurst  Hostel 

— 

14 

14 

General  Hospital 

24 

— 

24 

75 

47 

122 

These  figures  include  8  males  and  1  female  for  whose  maintenance 
Durham  County  Council  is  responsible  ;  1  male  for  whose  maintenance 
Sunderland  Corporation  is  responsible  and  1  male  for  whose  maintenance 
Derbyshire  County  Council  is  responsible. 

In  addition  1  male  was  resident  in  Tower  House  Home  for  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Men,  1  female  at  the  Meath  Home  for  Epileptics,  and  1  female  at 
the  North-East  “Joel  Intract  Memorial  Home  of  Rest  for  Aged  Jews,”  for 
whose  maintenance  the  Council  is  financially  responsible. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  residents  in  the  Hostels  are  over  80  years  of 
age,  as  the  following  figures  show,  and  the  question  of  the  provision  of  lifts 
or  additional  ground  floor  accommodation  will  have  to  be  seriously 
considered  : — 


Dinsdale 

Briarfields 

Lodge 

Hazelhurst 

Fairlawn 

Howbeck 

Total 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Under  60 

1  — 

—  1 

—  3 

—  — 

5  — 

10 

60-70 

4  — 

2  1 

—  — 

—  3 

5  — 

15 

71-80 

20  — 

10  6 

—  4 

—  5 

6  — 

51 

Over  80 

12  — 

2  10 

—  7 

—  7 

8  — 

46 

37  — 

14  18 

—  14 

—  15 

24  — 

122 
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There  is  ground  floor  accommodation  for  22  residents  only,  11  beds  at 
Briarfields  for  males  and  11  at  Dinsdale  Lodge  for  females,  and  at  the  31st 
December,  there  were  34  other  Hostel  residents  who  should  really  be  accom¬ 
modated  on  the  ground  floor,  viz  : — 


Men 

Women 

Briarfields 

10 

Dinsdale 

Lodge 

2 

Fairlawn 

5 

Hazelhurst 

6 

Howbeck 

11 

Total 

21 

13 

10 

2 

5 

6 

11 

34 

The  physical  description  of  the  residents  in  the  Council’s  Hostels  as  at 
the  31st  December,  1957,  was  as  follows  : — 


1. 

Aged  but  not  materially  handicapped 

Males 

Females 

Total 

2. 

by  infirmity 

Aged  and  physically  or  mentally 

28 

14 

42 

handicapped 

23 

22 

45 

3. 

Blind 

4 

3 

7 

4. 

Deaf  or  Dumb  . .  . .  .  i 

2 

2 

4 

5. 

Epileptic 

4 

— 

4 

6. 

Crippled 

7 

3 

10 

7. 

Physically  infirm  (not  being  aged) 

8 

— 

8 

8. 

Mentally  infirm  (not  being  aged) 

— 

2 

2 

76  46  122 


24  males  continue  to  be  accommodated  at  the  Hostel  at  the  General 
Hospital  and  alternative  accommodation  will  have  to  be  provided  for  them 
some  time  in  the  future. 

At  the  31st  December  the  names  of  3  males  and  5  females  were  on  the 
waiting  list  for  admission  to  Hostel  accommodation. 

In  addition  there  were  in  the  General  Hospital,  West  Hartlepool,  19 
local  old  people  fit  for  discharge  to  a  Hostel,  namely  1  male  and  3  females 
fit  for  upstairs  accommodation  and  8  males  and  7  females  fit  for  ground 
floor  accommodation  only. 

Temporary  Accommodation. 

(a)  During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  admit  1 1  men,  9  women 
and  6  children  to  temporary  accommodation  at  Howbeck  Hostel  for  periods 
varying  from  one  night  to  sixteen  weeks.  On  the  night  of  the  31st  December. 
1957,  1  woman  and  2  children  were  in  temporary  accommodation. 
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(b)  For  some  years  past  the  Hartlepools  Hospital  Management  Com¬ 
mittee  have  been  pressing  the  Council  to  make  alternative  arrangements 
for  provision  for  Problem  or  Homeless  Families,  other  than  at  Howbeck 
Hostel,  and  the  Council’s  Welfare  Committee  has  now  agreed  to  purchase 
St.  James’  Vicarage,  Burbank  Street,  with  a  view  to  its  conversion  to  provide 
accommodation  for  a  Warden  and  approximately  four  families.  It  is  anti¬ 
cipated  that  the  premises  will  be  ready  for  occupation  some  time  during 
1958. 

Old  People’s  Flatlets. 

The  Council’s  Housing  Committee  is  providing  20  Flatlets  for  Old  People 
on  the  Owton  Manor  Estate,  together  with  a  Meeting  Room  and  accommo¬ 
dation  for  a  Warden. 

The  Flatlets  are  expected  to  be  ready  for  occupation  in  the  new  year, 
and  it  has  been  agreed  that  the  Welfare  Committee  should  be  responsible 
for  the  appointment  of  the  Warden,  the  equipment  of  the  Meeting  Room 
and  any  necessary  services  required  by  the  tenants.  The  allocation  of  the 
Flatlets  will  be  made  by  the  Housing  Committee  to  tenants  recommended 
by  the  Welfare  Committee. 

Temporary  Protection  of  Property  of  Persons  Admitted  to 

Hospitals. 

Under  Section  48  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Council  to  protect  property  of  patients  admitted  to  Hospital  or  to 
accommodation  under  Part  III  of  the  Act.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to 
undertake  this  duty  during  1957. 

Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead. 

Under  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  the  Council  has 
a  duty  to  cause  to  be  buried  or  cremated  the  body  of  any  person  who  has 
died  or  been  found  dead  in  their  area  where  no  suitable  arrangements  for 
the  disposal  of  the  body  had  been  made.  During  the  year  it  was  found 
necessary  for  the  Council  to  arrange  three  such  burials. 

Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and 

Attention. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  take  any  formal  action  under 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  in  respect  of  the  removal  of  persons 
in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

“Meals  on  Wheels”  Service. 

The  W.V.S.  delivered  approximately  136  mid-day  meals  each  week 
to  old  people  in  their  own  homes. 
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The  meals,  which  were  prepared  at  the  Civic  Restaurant,  consisted  of 
soup,  main  meal,  and  a  sweet,  for  which  a  charge  of  9d.  was  made,  were 
delivered  on  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays,  Thursdays  and  Fridays. 

For  this  service  the  W.V.S.  used  their  own  Van,  together  with  two  or 
three  private  cars  belonging  to  their  members. 

During  the  year  the  Welfare  Committee  provided  the  W.V.S.  with  three 
Hotlock  12-unit  conveyors,  together  with  a  Unit  to  fit  into  the  boot  of  a 
car,  and  also  undeitook  to  provide  the  necessary  charcoal  brickettes  for 
heating  the  Units. 

Handicapped  Persons. 

A.  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons. 

The  Council’s  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  Welfare  Services  for 
the  blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  in  accordance  with  its  scheme  under 
Sections  29  and  30  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  are  carried  out  on  its 
behalf  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Hartlepools  Workshops  for  the 
Blind.  The  constitution  of  the  Executive  Committee  is  as  follows  : — 

County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool  —  4  representatives 

Employers  and  Work  People  —  4  „ 

General  Subscribers  . .  . .  —  6 


14 

(a)  New  Registrations.  = 

During  1957  the  new  registrations  of  blind  and  partially  sighted  persons 
were  as  follows  : — 

Males  Females  Total 

(i)  Blind  .  1  5  6 

(ii)  Partially  Sighted ....  2  2  4 

10 

(b)  Registers.  = 

At  the  31st  December,  1957,  there  were  165  names  on  the  Registers, 

made  up  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  Blind  Persons 

at  3  1st  December — 

• 

on  Register 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  5 

. .  — 

— 

— 

5—15  .. 

1 

2 

3 

16—20  . . 

2 

1 

3 

21—49  . . 

14 

9 

23 

50—64  . . 

18 

12 

30 

65  and  over 

38 

47 

85 

73 

71 

144 

82 


(ii)  No.  of  Partially  Sighted 

Persons  on  Register  at  31st  December 


Males  Females 

Under  5  . .  . .  —  _ 

5—15 .  3  2 

16—20 .  —  1 

21—49 .  2  3 

50—64  •  2  — 

65  and  over  . .  . .  4  4 

11  10 


Total 

5 

1 

5 

2 

8 


21 


(c)  Newly  Registered  Cases — Causes  of  Blindness. 

The  causes  of  blindness  of  the  newly  registered  persons  were  as  under  : — 


Congenital 
Myopic  Error 
Glaucoma 
Cataract 

Detachment  of  Retina 
Infectious  Diseases 
Trauma 
Optic  Atrophy 
General  Diseases 


Males  Females  Total 

—  1  1 

—  1  1 

—  1  1 

1  2  3 


1 


5 


6 


The  following  are  the  details  of  the  follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and 
Partially  Sighted  Persons  : — 


CAUSE  OF  DISABILITY 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

Total 

No.  of  new  cases  registered 
which  Sec.  F (i)  of  Form  B.D. 
8  recommends  : — 

(a)  No  treatment . 

(b)  Treatment,  medical,  sur¬ 
gical  or  optical . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5 

3 

6 

4 

No.  of  cases  at  (i)  (b)  above 
which  on  follow-up  action 
have  received  treatment. . . . 

2 

— 

— 

8 

10 

3 

3 
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(d)  Classification  of  the  Blind. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  classification  of  the  persons  on 
the  Blind  Register  : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Unemployable 

50 

50 

100 

Employable  but  unemployed 

— 

— 

— 

Employed  as  Wage  earners 

6 

1 

7 

Not  available  for  work,  household 

duties,  etc. 

— 

13 

13 

Trained  but  unemployed  . . 

— 

— 

— 

In  training  . . 

6 

— 

6 

At  school  . . 

3 

3 

6 

Not  at  school 

— 

— 

— 

In  blind  homes 

— 

1 

1 

In  Part  III  Accommodation 

4 

— 

4 

In  hospitals  . . 

4 

3 

7 

73 

71 

144 

(e)  Employment  of  the  Blind. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  the  occupations  of 

the  employed  Blind 

Persons  : — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Basket  Maker 

3 

— 

3 

Switchboard  Operator,  etc. 

— 

• 

— 

Other  employment 

3 

1 

4 

6 

1 

7 

(f)  Social  Rehabilitation. 

During  the  year  a  newly  blind  man  was  sent  by  the  Council  for  a  Course 
of  Social  Rehabilitation  at  Torquay. 

(g)  Social  Welfare. 

The  Home  Teacher  made  regular  visits  to  blind  persons  and  helped  in 
dealing  with  their  various  problems. 

As  in  previous  years,  free  travel  passes  for  use  on  the  local  transport 
services  were  issued  by  the  West  Hartlepool  Transport  Committee. 

Braille  literature  and  publications  were  available  to  all  blind  persons 
either  at  West  Hartlepool  Public  Library  or  direct  from  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind. 

Handicraft  classes  were  held  at  the  Social  Club  for  the  Blind  on  Tuesday 
afternoons  and  a  Social  was  held  at  the  Club  once  a  month, 
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Arrangements  were  made  for  outings  to  be  held  during  the  Summer 
months  and  for  games  and  competitions  during  the  Winter  months. 


B.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


(i)  Total  No.  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  .... 

— 

(ii)  No  of  cases  in  which — 

(a)  Vision  lost . 

(b)  Vision  impaired . 

(c)  Treatment  continued  at  end  of  year  .... 

— 

B.  Epileptics. 

The  position  in  West  Hartlepool  with  regard  to  epileptics  remains 
unchanged.  There  are  4  male  epileptics  in  Part  III  Accommodation  under 
the  National  Assistance  Act,  all  of  whom  are  being  well  cared-for  and  do  not 
require  any  special  attention. 

C.  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

On  the  18th  September,  1957,  the  Minister  of  Health  approved  a  scheme 
made  by  the  Council  on  the  4th  July,  1957,  under  Sections  29  and  30  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  for  the  provision  of  welfare  services  for  persons 
who  are  Deaf  or  Dumb  and  these  services  are  being  carried  out  on  behalf  of 
the  Council  by  the  Northumberland  and  Durham  Mission  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  whose  Missioner  is  employed  for  two-fifths  of  his  time  on  behalf  of 
the  Council  and  for  the  remaining  three-fifths  on  behalf  of  Durham  County 
Council. 

(a)  New  Registrations. 

Two  new  registrations  on  the  Deaf  Register  were  made  during  the  year, 
both  being  males. 

(b)  Number  on  Registers. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  registers  at  the  end  of  1957  were  as  follows: 


Children 
under  16 

Persons  aged 
16-64 

Persons  aged 
65  and  over 

Total 

Deaf 

M 

6 

16 

3 

25 

F 

8 

15 

4 

27 

Hard  of  Hearing 

M 

2 

4 

1 

7 

F 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Total  . . 

18 

37 

9 

64 

85 


of  Deaf  Persons  on  the  Register  : 


(C) 

Classification 

Degree  of  Deafness 

Total . . 

.  38 

Severe . 

. Nil 

Slight . 

. Nil 

38 

Cause  of  Deafness 


Born  Deaf . 28 

Acquired .  10 


38 


Degree  of  Speech 


Normal . Nil 

Indistinct  but 

intelligible .  4 

Unintelligible . 34 

38 


(d)  Classification  of  Hard-of-Hearing  Persons  on  the  Register  : 


Degree  of  Deafness 

Cause  of  Deafness 

Degree  of  Speech 

Total . . 

.  3 

Bom  Deaf . Nil 

Normal . 

7 

Severe  , 

.  5 

Deafness  acquired .  8 

Indistinct  but 

Slight . 

. Nil 

intelligible . 

1 

8 

8 

Unintelligible . Nil 

8 

(e) 

Social  Welfare. 

No  home  teaching  was  done  by  the  staff  of  the  Mission.  The  deaf  and 
dumb  do  not  need  to  learn  crafts  to  occupy  their  time.  Within  a  limited 
range  they  can  enjoy  a  normal  home  life  and  the  Mission  endeavours  to 
provide  a  social  environment  where  their  handicap  ceases  to  have  significance. 
Constant  visiting  of  the  deaf  in  their  homes  and,  where  necessary,  at  their 
places  of  employment  is  maintained  in  order  that  help  may  be  given  in  any 
kind  of  problem  which  may  arise.  The  basis  of  work  for  the  deaf  and  dumb 
is  interpretation  and  the  services  of  the  Mission’s  workers  are  available 
whenever  the  deaf  need  to  come  into  contact  with  the  hearing  world — at 
the  employment  exchange,  insurance  office,  surgery,  hospital,  court  of  law, 
prison  or  any  other  place  or  in  any  situation. 

The  Club  at  West  Hartlepool  is  open  several  nights  during  the  week  and 
for  church  services  on  Sunday  evenings.  Facilities  for  the  usual  club  games 
are  provided  but  the  favourite  activity  is  conversation.  Social  events  were 
arranged  and  several  summer  outings  took  place.  The  Annual  Party  was 
held  in  January,  thanks  to  the  kindness  of  the  members  of  the  local  branches 
of  Round  Table  and  similar  organisations,  and  over  a  hundred  deaf  and  dumb 
people  from  many  parts  of  the  North-East  attended, 
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During  the  year  under  review  fresh  employment  was  found  for  three 
men  who,  because  of  personal  reasons,  wished  to  change  their  work.  Two  boy 
school-leavers  were  placed  in  employment,  one  of  them  needing  to  be  placed 
twice  owing  to  a  misunderstanding  between  him  and  his  first  employer.  A 
man  who  came  to  reside  in  West  Hartlepool  was  also  found  employment. 
A  woman  who  had  been  doing  part-time  domestic  work  was  placed  in  full¬ 
time  factory  employment  at  her  request. 

At  any  given  time  there  may  be  some  unemployment  among  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  due  to  slackness  of  trade  or  some  similar  sporadic  reason,  but 
during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1957,  the  employment  situation 
among  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  West  Hartlepool  was  good,  and  at  present  it 
can  be  said  that  no  deaf  and  dumb  person,  willing  and  able  to  work,  is  in 
need  of  employment. 

The  circumstances  of  aged  deaf  and  dumb  people  are  watched  closely 
and  every  effort  made  to  give  them  the  fellowship  and  material  comforts 
they  require.  During  the  summer  two  aged  people,  one  man  and  one 
woman,  had  a  free  holiday  at  Scarborough,  the  hotel  charge  being  borne 
by  the  North  Regional  Association  for  the  Deaf  and  fares  by  the  Mission. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

(By  Mr.  R.  Emerson,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector). 

My  predecessor  in  his  report  for  1956  noted  that  at  the  end  of  that  year 
prospects  for  slum  clearance  were  clouded  by  uncertainty  because  of  monetary 
restrictions  imposed  by  the  government,  and  perhaps  it  is  indicative  of  the 
times  we  live  in  that  the  same  must  be  said  of  1957.  It  is  gratifying,  however, 
to  report  that  the  council’s  clearance  programme  of  250  houses  a  year  was 
again  achieved.  One  can  only  hope  that  financial  restrictions  will  be  relaxed 
sufficiently  to  allow  the  Council  to  maintain  its  present  house  building 
programme  so  that  this  work  of  clearing  away  the  unfit  houses  may  continue. 
Whilst  it  is  true  to  say  that  some  tenants  have  misgivings  about  leaving 
their  old  homes  and  a  few  are  really  reluctant  to  go,  one  has  only  to  spend 
a  few  hours  in  a  clearance  area  to  realise  how  essential  it  is  that  this  work 
goes  on  at  its  present  speed. 

The  much-debated  Rent  Act  came  into  force  during  the  year  and  judging 
by  the  low  number  of  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair,  it  would 
seem  that  most  tenants  were  reasonably  satisfied.  It  is  hoped  that  this  is 
so,  but  one  cannot  help  wondering  how  many  were  afraid  of  all  the  form¬ 
filling  required  by  the  Act.  Much  repair  work  was  in  hand  at  the  close 
of  the  year  and  if  the  preservation  of  dwellings  was  the  aim  of  the  Act,  it 
must  be  recorded  that  so  far  it  has  been  successful,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  owner’s  renewed  interest  in  his  property  will  be  maintained. 
Several  hundred  inquiries  have  been  dealt  with  from  both  landlords  and 
tenants,  and  as  it  took  about  20  minutes  with  each  person  to  explain  the 
intricacies  of  the  procedure,  it  will  be  appreciated  that  the  Act  has  taken 
up  a  lot  of  time  for  which  there  is  little  credit  to  be  seen  in  the  statistics 
of  the  following  pages. 

The  work  involved  in  the  introduction  of  the  Rent  Act  has  to  some 
extent  been  carried  out  at  the  expense  of  routine  visits  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations.  It  is  with  some  regret  that  it  must  be  noted  that 
there  remain  many  food  shops  which  are  not  yet  up  to  the  standard  required 
by  recent  legislation  Nevertheless,  some  progress  has  been  made  in  this 
field  ;  for  example,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Borough  Engineer,  all 
plans  of  food  premises  submitted  under  building  byelaws  are  examined 
and  suggested  improvements  have  been  talked  over  with  the  owners  or 
their  architects.  Advice  at  this  stage  of  the  work  has  been  welcomed  by 
many  traders  and  it  is  also  encouraging  to  find  that  more  and  more  people 
are  asking  for  assistance  when  alterations  are  contemplated. 

The  principle  of  introducing  a  smoke  control  area  in  the  town  was 
accepted  by  the  council  in  November,  but  it  was  decided  to  defer  the  setting 
up  of  an  area  for  at  least  twelve  months.  To  some  this  decision  may  be  a 
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disappointment  but  it  must  be  emphasised  that  the  full  implementation 
of  the  Act,  whilst  so  obviously  necessary,  is  going  to  be  quite  an  expensive 
business.  Meanwhile,  every  opportunity  must  be  taken  to  make  both 
industrialists  and  householders  realise  that  there  is  much  they  can  do  to 
reduce  air  pollution  without  waiting  for  official  action.  With  a  well- 
qualified  staff  the  department  is  in  a  position  to  assist  in  most  problems  of 
air  pollution  and  is  very  willing  to  do  so. 

Finally,  it  is  with  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  that  I  can  report 
that  whilst  most  authorities  are  suffering  from  serious  staff  shortages  no 
district  inspector  left  the  council’s  service  during  the  year  and  that,  although 
the  establishment  is  still  one  below  that  of  three  years  ago,  there  were  no 
vacancies  unfilled.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  decisions  taken  by  the 
Health  Committee  during  1955  to  attract  staff  by  raising  the  salaries  of  the 
district  inspectors.  It  must  also  be  recorded  that  not  a  day  was  lost  through 
sickness  amongst  the  inspectorial  staff. 

Details  of  the  work  done  by  public  health  inspectors  are  given  in  the 
following  pages. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


1,617  complaints  of  all  kinds  were  received  during  the  year,  including 
473  concerning  rats  and  mice. 


The  following  visits  were  made  : — 

Dwelling  houses  (Public  Health  Act) 

,,  (Housing  Act) . 

Sub-let  houses . 

Overcrowded  houses . 

Licensed  tents  and  caravans . 

Unlicensed  tents  and  caravans . 

Inspections  for  vermin . 

Factories . 

Boilerhouses  and  industrial  plant  . . 

Deposit  Gauges . 

Offensive  trades . 

Swimming  baths . 

Schools . 

Places  of  public  entertainment . 

Public  conveniences . 

Pet  shops . 

Shops . . . 


3,432 
2,332 
55 
44 
99 
888 
1 ,243 
172 
113 
75 
26 
10 
49 
55 
82 
1 

552 
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SANITARY  DEFECTS  DISCOVERED  AND  DEALT  WITH  BY  THE 
SERVICE  OF  INFORMAL  OR  STATUTORY  NOTICES. 


HOUSES. 

Repairs  To  : — 

Roofs .  220 

Spouts  and  tailpipes .  206 

External  walls  and  chimneys .  37 

Internal  wall  and  ceiling  plaster .  66 

Damp  walls .  61 

Doors .  47 

Windows .  89 

Floors .  86 

Subfloor  ventilation .  3 

Staircases .  6 

Fireplaces  and  flues .  7 

Kitchen  ranges .  18 

Setpots .  2 

Sinks .  25 

Rainwater  pumps  and  wells .  14 

Water  pipes  and  taps .  10 

Hot  Water  Systems  .  8 

Water  closets — 

Basins .  57 

Cisterns .  60 

Seats .  12 

Water  supply  pipes .  5 

Stopped  drains  and  water  closets .  146 

Other  defective  drains .  14 

Yard  paving .  11 

Provision  of  : — 

Food  stores .  4 

Cooking  facilities .  1 

Circular  dustbins .  71 

Cleansing  of  : — 

Rooms,  passages  and  staircases .  49 

Yard  areas .  2 

Fixed  ash  closets  abolished .  14 

Rainwater  wells  filled  in .  2 

Offensive  accumulations  removed .  8 

Discontinue  keeping  pigeons .  1 

,  1 ,362 


Although  from  the  above  figures  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  repair 
work  carried  out  was  less  than  in  previous  years,  this  is  not,  in  fact,  the 
case-  The  provisions  of  the  Rent  Act  have  provided  an  alternative  method 
of  getting  repairs  done,  and  in  many  cases  this  Act  has  been  used  by  the 
tenants  in  preference  to  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 


90 


HOUSING. 

The  number  of  inhabitated  houses  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  ol  1957 
was  22,601,  with  a  population  of  73,940.  This  gives  a  figure  of  3.27  persons 
per  house. 

During  1957,  91  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise  and  192  houses, 
138  flats  and  37  maisonettes  were  built  by  the  Corporation. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) .  742 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose .  5,764 

(2)  (a)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  ( 1 )  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  .  264 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose .  1,056 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation .  264 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation .  478 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices  : — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  inconsequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers .  429 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 — 
a)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs .  — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners .  — 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners .  — 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied .  67 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners . 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners .  I 


91 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  16  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made . 

(2)  No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  on  whole  houses .  4 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders . i .  2 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 — 

(1)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made .  2 

(2)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit .  — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1957,  Part  IV,  Overcrowding: — 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  accurate  figures  of  the  present  overcrowding 
position  without  a  survey  being  carried  out. 


SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

The  Council’s  slum  clearance  programme  which  was  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  &  Local  Government  in  July,  1955,  provided  for  the 
demolition  of  2,452  houses  within  a  period  of  11  years.  At  the  end  of  the 


year  the  position  was  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  houses  on  survey  list  demolished  or  closed. . . .  548 

No.  of  houses  on  survey  list  empty  and  awaiting 

demolition .  119 

No.  of  unfit  houses  remaining  occupied .  1,785 


2,452 


The  number  of  unfit  houses  remaining  occupied  has  been  reduced  by 
exactly  300  during  the  year  and  the  programme  is  slightly  ahead  of  schedule. 

I 

Four  clearance  areas  were  declared  during  the  year,  comprising  222 
houses  and  in  addition  an  area  of  32  unfit  houses,  which  had  already  been 
acquired  by  the  Council  for  the  purpose  of  a  fire  station  site,  were  represented 
X)  that  subsidies  could  be  obtained  under  the  Housing  Subsidies  Act,  1956. 
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Central  Area  Programme. 

(i)  Clearance  Areas  Represented — 


No.  of  Clearance 

No.  of 

Date 

Sector 

Areas 

dwellings 

4/4/57 

1 

1 

146 

3/10/57 

8A 

1 

64 

(ii) 

Public  Inquiries  Held — 

No.  of  Clearance 

No.  of 

Date 

Sector 

Areas 

dwellings 

5/3/57 

5A  (Part) 

1 

59 

5/3/57 

5B 

2 

56 

5/3/57 

6B 

3 

20 

29/10/57 

7 

1 

146 

(iii) 

Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  Confirmed  By  Minister — 

No.  of  Clearance 

No.  of 

Date 

Sector 

Areas 

dwellings 

24/7/57 

5A  (Part) 

1 

59 

24/7/57 

5B 

2 

56 

31/7/57 

6B 

3 

20 

N.B.- 

—Grants  under  Section  60  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  were  i 

made  to  four 

owner/occupiers. 

Other  Areas. 

(i) 

Clearance  Areas  Represented — 

No.  of  clearance 

No.  of 

Date 

areas 

Locality 

dwellings 

2/5/57 

1 

King  Street 

2 

4/7/57 

1 

Ashburn  St.,  Seaton  Car. 

10 

(«) 

No  Public  Inquiries  were  Held  During  The  Year. 

(iii) 

Clearance  Order  Confirmed  by  Minister — 

No.  of  clearance 

No.  of 

Date 

areas 

Locality 

dwellings 

27/12/57 

1 

King  Street 

2 

'(iv) 

Compulsory 

Purchase  Order  Confirmed  by  Minister — 

No.  of  clearance 

No.  of 

Date 

areas 

Locality 

dwellings 

26/9/57 

1 

Ashburn  St.,  Seaton  Car. 

10 

93 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

And  abatement  notice  served  under  Section  93  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  on  an  owner  to  carry  out  repairs  at  a  house  was  not  complied 
with  and  an  application  was  made  to  the  magistrates’  court  for  a  nuisance 
order.  This  was  granted  and  a  fine  of  10/-.  imposed.  The  work  was 
subsequently  carried  out  by  the  owner. 

RENT  ACT,  1957. 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  the  6th  July,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
105  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  had  been  received.  In  101 
cases  the  notice  proposing  to  issue  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  served,  but 
in  the  majority  of  cases  the  landlords  either  carried  out  the  works  required 
or  gave  an  undertaking  to  do  them  within  the  statutory  period,  and  it  was 
only  necessary  to  issue  22  Certificates.  One  application  for  revocation  of 
a  Certificate  was  receiving  attention  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  105  applications  already  received  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  this  Act  with  the  five  applications  made 
under  the  Housing  Repairs  &  Rents  Act,  1954,  in  a  period  of  approximately 
three  years. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

32  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  improvement  grants  during 
the  year.  7  applications  were  made  for  grants  to  provide  bathrooms,  and 
these  were  all  approved  by  the  Council. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE. 

Routine  visiting  of  food  premises  continued  throughout  1957  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  start  was  made  on  a  systematic  programme 
of  inspections  designed  to  bring  all  food  premises  up  to  the  standards  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

One  cafe  inspected  under  the  programme  was  found  to  be  in  such  a  poor 
condition  that  the  Health  Committee  decided  to  take  legal  proceedings  and 
the  case  was  down  for  hearing  early  in  1958. 


Details  of  the  types  of  premises  in  the  town  are  set  out  below  : — 


Bakehouses . 

..  33 

Greengrocers'  shops . 

60 

Bakers'  shops . 

. .  47 

Grocers'  shops . 

82 

Butchers’  shops . 

.  .  81 

Licensed  premises . 

105 

Cafes . 

. .  24 

Snack  Bars . 

25 

Chemists’  shops  . 

..  26 

Sweet  shops . 

84 

Dairies  and  milk  shops . 

..  15 

Wholesale  grocers . 

13 

Wet  and  dry  fish  shops  . . . . 

..  22 

Food  factories . 

20 

Fried  fish  shops . 

. .  50 

School  canteens  and  dining 
centres . 

24 

General  shops . 

..  176 

Factory  canteens . 

5 

N.B. — Where  two  or  more  types  of  trade  are  carried  on  in  the  same 
building,  only  those  which  form  a  substantial  part  of  the  whole  business 
have  been  included  in  the  above  table. 


Food  Premises  Registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 


Act,  1955. 

Type  of  premises  Number  registered 

Ice  cream  (manufacture,  storage  and  sale) .  246 

Sausages  and  preserved  meats  (manufacture) .  93 

Preserved  fish  (manufacture) .  59 


Dairies  and  Milkshops. 
Type  of  premises 

Dairies . 

Dairies  pasteurising  milk . 

Milkshops  selling  pasteurised  milk . 

Milkshops  selling  sterilised  milk . 

Milkshops  selling  tuberculin-tested  milk . . . 


Number 

12 

1 

63 

152 

13 
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An  analysis  of  1,772  visits  made  to  food  premises  is  given  below  : — 


Type  of  premises  No.  of  visits 

Dairies .  44 

Milk  Shops .  124 

Bakehouses .  45 

Fried  fish  shops .  15 

Ice  cream  premises .  146 

Other  registered  premises  ...  139 

Cafes .  105 

School  meals  kitchen  .  6 

Licensed  premises .  11 

Other  food  shops .  437 

Public  abattoir .  700 


Type  of  improvement  to  food  premises  No.  of  instances 

Food  rooms  cleansed  or  re-decorated .  10 

Food  rooms  repaired .  4 

Hot  water  supply  provided .  10 

Sink  provided .  5 

Washing  basins  provided .  8 

Soap  and  towels  provided .  5 

Prevention  of  contamination  of  food .  21 

Drainage  improvements .  3 

Dustbins  provided .  4 

Premises  improved  or  extended  .  10 

Miscellaneous  requirements  complied  with  under 
Food  IJygiene  Regulations  .  18 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD. 

Arrangements  for  the  inspection  and  disposal  of  unfit  food  were  as  in 
previous  years. 

Early7  in  the  year,  following  a  complaint  from  a  member  of  the  public, 
bacteriological  samples  of  a  consignment  of  shrimps  were  taken  and  these 
were  reported  to  be  fit  for  food  but  of  poor  keeping  quality.  After  corres¬ 
pondence  with  the  Norwegian  suppliers,  some  500  tins  of  shrimps  were  with¬ 
drawn  from  sale  by  the  importers  so  that  there  was  no  risk  to  their  reputation 
for  selling  first-class  products. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

A.  sample  of  ground  almonds  was  found  on  analysis  to  be  ground  cashew 
nuts.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  and  both  partners  in  the  business 
conceined  were  convicted  and  fined  £2  each. 

During  the  year  nine  complaints  were  received  of  food  containing  dirt 
or  foreign  bodies.  Full  investigations  were  made  and  where  necessary  the 
firms  concerned  were  asked  to  modify  their  methods  to  reduce  the  possibility 
of  recurrence.  Warning  letters  were  sent  in  each  of  these  cases  but  where 
legal  proceedings  might  reasonably  have  been  taken,  the  reluctance  of  the 
complainants  to  give  evidence  in  court  ruled  out  this  possibility. 

Warning  letters  were  sent  in  respect  of  two  samples  of  food  which  were 
below  standard  and  in  respect  of  two  samples  of  sausages  where  preservatives 
were  not  declared. 

Thirteen  farmers  were  reported  to  the  County  Milk  Production  Officer 
for  selling  genuine  but  substandard  milk.  Particulars  of  these  samples 
are  given  in  Appendix  2. 


PUBLIC  ABATTOIR. 

Apart  from  1954  when  there  was  an  exceptionally  large  kill,  the  number 
of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  abattoir  during  the  year  was  a  substantial 
increase  on  previous  years.  This  was  made  possible  by  the  extension  of  the 
overhead  rail  system  and  the  introduction  of  an  automatic  overhead  scale. 
This  not  only  enabled  carcases  to  be  moved  more  speedily  but  also  minimised 
the  risk  of  contamination  by  eliminating  unnecessary  handling. 

As  will  be  seen  from  Appendix  3  it  was  again  possible  to  achieve  100% 
inspection  of  meat,  although  this  involved  268  hours  overtime  by  the  meat 
inspectors,  mainly  on  Monday  evenings  and  Saturday  afternoons. 

With  the  approval  of  the  Council  the  Tees-side  Shechita  Board  installed 
a  modern  casting  pen  in  the  abattoir  to  replace  the  old  type  pen  used  for 
the  Jewish  method  of  slaughter. 
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DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS. 

The  administration  of  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act  and  Orders  made 
thereunder  is  carried  out  by  this  Department. 

During  the  year,  a  total  of  221  visits  have  been  made  under  the  Act, 
many  of  them  to  piggeries  in  connection  with  movement  licences,  and  to  ships 
under  the  Importation  of  Dogs  and  Cats  Order,  1928. 

The  introduction  on  the  1st  June  of  the  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste 
Foods)  Order,  1957,  which  requires  premises  used  for  the  boiling  of  swill 
to  be  licensed  by  the  local  authority,  resulted  in  a  survey  being  made  of  all 
piggeries  within  the  Borough.  Many  of  the  premises  were  below  the  standard 
required  by  the  Order,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year,  16  plants  had  been  so 
improved  as  to  merit  licensing. 

No  notices  of  diseases  in  animals  were  received  during  the  year. 
Tuberculosis. 

No  positive  results  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  milk  were  received  during  the 
year. 

At  the  public  abattoir  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  cattle  was  8.24% 
again  a  slight  increase  on  the  previous  year,  but  still  less  than  half  that  which 
was  found  four  or  more  years  ago.  The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  pigs 
was  2.36% — a  figure  only  slightly  higher  than  last  year’s  which  was  the 
lowest  ever  recorded. 

Brucella  Abortus. 

Out  of  64  samples  of  milk  examined  for  the  presence  of  this  organism, 
five  were  found  to  be  positive.  The  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  was 
notified  in  each  case.  No  local  supplies  were  found  to  be  affected. 

Atrophic  Rhinitis. 

The  heads  and  tongues  of  a  batch  of  50  pigs  brought  into  the  public 
•abattoir  with  atrophic  rhinitis  were  destroyed. 

KNACKER’S  YARD. 

There  is  only  one  licensed  knacker’s  yard  in  the  County  Borough,  and 
iit  is  maintained  in  very  good  order.  In  accordance  with  the  Slaughter  of 
Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  No.  2)  Regulations,  1954,  the  occupier 
•submitted  the  following  return  for  1957  : — 

Total  No.  of  horses  slaughtered  in  the  licensed  knacker’s  yard . 3 

Total  No.  of  carcases  of  horses  received  in  the  knacker’s  yard . 44 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

Regular  sampling  of  milk  for  bacteriological  examination  was  carried 
out  throughout  the  year  from  local  dairies,  milk  shops  and  schools.  The 
results  are  set  out  below  : 


1.  RAW  MILK 


No.  of  samples  taken  for 
examination 

Source 

of 

Supply 

For 

presence 

of 

Tubercle 

bacilli 

For 

Methylene 

Blue 

Reduction 

Test 

For 

presence 

of 

Brucellus 

abortus 

Result 

Action  taken 

8 

— 

— 

Local  Supply 

8  negative 

— 

58 

Supply  from 
outside  borough 

58  negative 

“ 

9 

1-1 

Supply  from 
outside  borough 

7  satisfy. 

2  unsatish'y 

Responsible  authority 
notified. 

— 

— 

8 

Local  Supply 

8  negative 

— 

— 

— 

58 

Supply  from 
outside  borough 

53  negative 

5  positive 

Responsible  authority 
notified. 

2.  PASTEURISED  MILK 


No.  of  sarr 
exar 

iples  taken  for 
nination 

Source 

of 

Supply 

For 

Methylene 

Blue 

Reduction 

Test 

For 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Result 

Action  taken 

21 

- 

Local  Supply 

21  satisfactory 

— 

--  -  - 

23 

Local  Suppiy 

23  satisfactory 

— 

62 

— 

Supply  from 
outside  borough 

62  satisfactory 

— 

66 

Supply  from 
outside  borough 

66  satisfactory 

3.  STERILISED  MILK 


No.  of  samples 

Source 

Action  taken 

submitted  for 

of 

Result 

Turbidity  Test 

Supply 

25 

Supply  from 
outside  borough 

25  Satisfactory 

— 

Note  •  All  milk  sold  in  the  County  Borough  has  to  be  Tuberculin  Tested.  Pasteurised 
or  Sterilised  in  accordance  with  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas) 
(No.  2)  Order,  1955. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  ICE-CREAM,  1957. 


TOTAL  SAMPLES 

GRADE  1 

GRADE  2 

GRADE  3 

GRADE  4 

175 

110 

30 

23 

12 

100% 

62.9% 

17.1% 

13.1% 

6.9% 

The  number  of  samples  taken  was  almost  double  that  of  the  previous  year 
two-thirds  of  the  samples  being  taken  from  ice  cream  made  in  the  town. 
Of  the  ten  local  manufacturers  who  were  in  business  during  the  year,  six 
were  heat-treating  their  mixes  and  four  were  using  a  complete  cold  mix. 

The  number  of  satisfactory  samples  is  again  80%.  Action  has  been 
taken  against  those  manufacturers  whose  samples  are  unsatisfactory  and 
the  registration  of  one  premises  was  withdrawn  by  the  Health  Committee. 


I 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  is  provided  by  the  Hartlepools  Water  Company; 
it  is  of  good  quality  and  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  town.  Since  June, 
1  million  of  the  3J  million  gallons  of  water  used  per  day  have  been  obtained 
from  the  company’s  new  boreholes  at  Dalton  Piercy.  This  new  supply 
serves  the  southern  part  of  the  town,  except  for  Owton  Manor.  Otherwise, 
the  distribution  of  water  is  as  set  out  in  the  1955  annual  report.  Although 
the  Dalton  Piercy  water  is  still  hard,  it  is  in  fact  some  40%  softer  than  the 
rest  of  the  supply.  The  new  source  is  still  being  developed  and  additional 
supplies  are  expected  to  be  drawn  from  it  during  next  year. 

A  typical  chemical  analysis  of  the  supply  to  the  northern  part  of  the 
town  is  given  below  : — 


Parts  per  100,000 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides .  22 . 5500 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates .  0.0513 

Ammonia .  0.0069 

Albuminoid  Ammonia .  0.0031 

Oxygen  Absorpt  ion .  0 . 0363 

Injurious  Metals .  None 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  @  100°  C .  114.0000 

pH  value  of  Sample .  7.3 


Temporary  Hardness .  36.3  degrees 

Permanent  Hardness .  34.1 


Colour  of  sample  on  Hazen  Scale  .... 

Appearance  of  Sample  in  2-ft.  tube. . . . 

Odour  when  heated  to  50°  C . 

Microscopical  examination . 

Routine  bacteriological  sampling  was  carried 
and  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

Routine  sampling  also  continued  of  a  private  water  supply  ;  in  all 
36  bacteriological  samples  were  taken,  26  being  Grade  1,  6  Grade  2,  1  Grade 
3  and  3  Grade  4.  The  results  of  a  chemical  analysis  also  showed  that  this 
supply  was  still  not  entirely  satisfactory. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Thirty  visits  were  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  to  houses  where 
notifiable  diseases  occurred.  These  were  mainly  concerned  with  scarlet 
fever.  Two  suspected  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  investigated,  but  only 
one  of  these  was  confirmed.  There  were  no  notifications  of  food  poisoning. 


2 

Not  quite  bright 
None 

Satisfactory 

out  throughout  the  year 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

The  number  of  caravans  in  the  Seaton  Carew  area  and  the  lack  of  a 
permanent  caravan  site  in  the  town  caused  many  problems  during  the  year. 
At  the  end  of  June  there  were  82  caravans  in  the  area.  One  unlicenced 
field  had  developed  into  3  site  for  over  30  caravans  but  after  complaints 
from  nearby  residents,  the  council,  who  were  owners  of  the  land,  evicted 
the  tenant  for  breach  of  his  tenancy  agreement. 

By  December  there  were  only  30  caravans  in  the  town  and  these  were 
scattered  around  the  area  on  12  different  sites.  The  possibility  of  providing 
a  permanent  site  was  under  consideration  by  the  Health  Committee  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS  OR 

REGULATIONS. 


Number 


Rag  and  Bone  Dealers .  3 

Gut  Scrapers .  2 

Tripe  Boilers .  2 

Bone  Boiler .  1 

Fat  Renderer .  1 

Slaughter  House .  1 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

The  following  improvements  were  effected  as  a  result  of  notices  served  : 


Ventilation  improved .  2 

Sanitary  accommodation  repaired .  1 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved .  6 

Sanitary  accommodation  cleansed  or  re¬ 
decorated  .  2 

Seats  provided  for  Female  Assistants .  1 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

There  were  four  premises  registered  for  upholstering  under  Section  2 
of  the  Act  and  no  additional  registrations  were  made  during  the  year.  Seven 
visits  were  made  to  these  premises  and  four  samples  of  upholstery  fillings 
were  taken,  which  proved  satisfactory. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 
Seven  premises  were  relicensed  during  the  year, 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

\\  ith  the  introduction  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  the  Health  Committee 
had  two  special  meetings  to  consider  its  implentation  and  as  a  result,  it  was 
decided  to  introduce  the  model  byelaw  dealing  with  fuel-burning  appliances 
in  new  buildings,  to  provide  gas  ignition  in  the  fireplaces  of  new  Council 
houses,  and  to  add  one  deposit  gauge  and  two  lead  peroxide  instruments 
to  the  recording  instruments  already  in  use. 

113  visits  have  been  made  to  industrial  plants  and  130  smoke  observ¬ 
ations  have  been  taken,  but  no  requests  for  prior  approval  of  industrial 
plant  have  been  received.  Once  again  every  opportunity  was  taken  to 
stimulate  interest  in  smoke  abatement  and  358  people  attended  the  eight 
lectures  given  during  the  year. 

Four  deposit  gauges  have  now  been  in  use  for  five  3^ears  and  the  results 
over  the  period  are  shown  in  the  following  graph.  The  gauges  have  been 
classified  in  accordance  with  the  method  laid  down  by  the  Tees-side  Smoke 
Abatement  Committee  as  follows  : — 

Gray  Art  Gallery  .Semi  Industrial  Gauge 

Dyke  House  School  ,,  ,, 

Golden  Flatts  School  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Grantully  Residential  Gauge. 


Wind  Records  (in  hours  per  month). 


MONTH 

DIF 

SECTION  OF 

WINI 

) 

N. 

N.E. 

E. 

S.E. 

S. 

S.W. 

W. 

N.W. 

Calm 

No  record 

January . . . . 

52.0 

54.0 

11.0 

24.0 

363.0 

152.0 

55.5 

28.0 

1.5 

3.0 

February  .  . 

28.5 

20.0 

27.5 

51.0 

279.0 

144.5 

63.5 

47.5 

10.5 

— 

March . 

15.0 

32.0 

20.5 

83.5 

347.5 

181.0 

28.5 

13.5 

22.5 

— 

April . 

181.5 

101.5 

5.0 

10.0 

174.5 

98.5 

58.5 

66.5 

24.0 

— 

May . 

115.0 

164.0 

28.0 

57.0 

143.5 

71.5 

64.5 

82.0 

18.5 

— 

June. - - - 

115.5 

156.5 

35.5 

5.0 

84.5 

154.0 

94.5 

52.0 

22.5 

— 

July . 

85.0 

156.0 

27.5 

32.0 

136.5 

137.0 

79.5 

67.5 

23.0 

— 

August  .... 

56.0 

74.0 

46.5 

31.5 

165.0 

170.5 

116.5 

69.5 

14.5 

— 

September  .  . 

75.5 

56.5 

60.5 

24.5 

119.5 

113.5 

179.0 

60.0 

28.0 

3.0 

October  .... 

28.5 

19.5 

0.0 

3.0 

315.0 

229.5 

76.5 

52.5 

8.0 

11.5 

November  .  . 

27.5 

115.0 

77.5 

16.5 

239.5 

141.5 

46.5 

41.5 

14.5 

— 

December.  . . 

24.0 

55.5 

15.0 

32.5 

300.5 

192.5 

61.5 

38.5 

20.0 

•1  0 
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No  Readings. 


AVERAGE  RESULTS  FROM  DEPOSIT  GAUGES  1953-1957 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


Summary  of  Surface  Infestations,  1st  April,  1957,  to  31st  March,  1958. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Non-Agric 

ULTURAL 

(5) 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(incl.  Coun¬ 
cil  Houses) 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  &  (3) 

I.  No.  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  District . 

130 

22,218 

2,772 

25,120 

37 

II.  No.  of  properties  inspected 
as  a  result  of  : 

(a)  Notification . 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act . 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 

visited  primarily  for  some 
other  purpose) . 

16 

441 

90 

547 

6 

25 

532 

30 

587 

21 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

III.  Total  inspections  carried 
out — including  re-inspections 

145 

2,295 

595 

3,035 

75 

IV.  No.  of  pr 
(in  Sec.  II) 
to  be  infest 

(a)  Rats  * 

(b)  Mice  ■ 

operties  inspected 
which  were  found 
ed  by  : 

Major . 

Minor . 

r  Major . 

Minor . 

1 

Nil 

4 

5 

4 

11 

102 

29 

142 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

12 

12 

Nil 

8 

219 

43 

270 

Nil 

V.  No.  of  infested  properties 
(in  Sec.  IV)  treated  by  the 

LA . 

20 

321 

88 

429 

11 

VI.  Total  treatments  carried 
out — including  re-treatments.  . 

20 

382 

100 

502 

12 

VII.  No.  of  notices  served 
under  Sec.  IV  of  the  Act : 

(a)  Treatment . 

(b)  Structural  Work  (i.e. 

Proofing) . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

2 

6 

Nil 

VIII.  No.  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken  fol¬ 
lowing  the  issue  of  a  notice 
under  Sec.  IV  of  the  Act . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

IX.  Legal  Proceedings . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

X.  No.  of  “Block”  control 
schemes  carried  out . 

2 

41 

35 

78 

5 
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APPENDIX  1. 

UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED  TO 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS. 

486  lbs.  carcase  meat. 

73  lbs.  meat  offal. 

433  lbs.  bacon  and  ham. 

130-J  lbs.  sausage. 

79J  lbs.  cooked  meats. 

14  chickens. 

10  meat  pies. 

1,165  tins  meat. 

53 J  lbs.  cheese. 

3  lbs.  butter. 

2  jars  meat  extract. 

1,689  tins  fish,  fruit  and  vegetables. 

125  fish  cakes. 

21  j  ars  pickles  and  sauces. 

11  lbs.  dried  fruit. 

22  jars  preserves. 

15  lbs.  sugar. 

3  lbs.  cereals. 

19  lbs.  coconut. 

30|  lbs.  cake  and  biscuits. 

1,683  puddings. 

50  tins  creamed  rice. 

3  table  jellies. 

185  tins  milk. 

2  tins  coffee. 

3  bottles  coffee  essence. 

1  tin  frozen  liquid  egg. 

2  bottles  orange  cordial. 

12  lbs.  tomatoes. 
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APPENDIX  2. 


Article  Purchased 


Milk 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS,  ACTS— ADULTERATED  SAMPLES— ACTION  TAKEN. 


Number 

Analysed 

Formal 

Samples 

Informal 

Samples 

Number 

Genuine 

Number 

Adulterated 

152 

46 

106 

105 

47 

\ 

4) 

'q  ^ 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Remarks  and  Action  Taken 

►2 

£  co 

16 

Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard. 

Warning  letter  to  farmer. 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

18 

20 

21 

23 

24 

Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard. 

Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard. 

Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard,  r 
Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard. 

Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard.  J 

Warning  letter  to  farmer. 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

52 

54 

60 

61 

Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard.  \ 
Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard.  / 
Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard.  \ 
Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard.  / 

Formal  samples  58,  59,  60  and  61  taken. 

Warning  letter  to  farmer. 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

56 

57 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids 
(5.3%  added  water). 

Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard. 

Formal  sample  57  taken. 

Warning  letter  to  farmer. 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

103 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids. 

Formal  samples  genuine. 

106 

125 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

Formal  samples  125  and  126  taken. 

Warning  letter  to  farmer. 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

107 

108 
109 

115 

116 

117 

118 

119 

120 

Of  doubtful  quality. 

Of  doubtful  quality.  L 

Below  standard  in  fat  and  non-fatty 
solids. 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

Below  standard  in  fat  and  non-fatty 
solids  (1%  added  water).  f 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

Below  standard  in  fat.  ; 

Below  standard  in  fat  and  non-fatty 
solids.  f 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids. 

Formal  samples  115,  116  and  117  taken. 

Appeal  to  cow  samples  118,  119  and  120  taken. 

Warning  letter  to  farmer. 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

110 

122 

123 

131 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

Below  standard  in  fat.  \ 

Below  standard  in  fat.  j 

Below  standard  in  fat  and  non-fatty 
solids. 

Formal  samples  121,  122,  123  and  124  taken. 

Appeal  to  cow  samples  128,  129,  130  and  131  taken. 

Warning  letter  to  farmer. 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

140 

163 

165 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

Below  standard  in  fat.  \ 

Below  standard  in  fat.  / 

Formal  samples  163,  164  and  165  taken. 

Warning  letter  to  farmer. 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS,  ACTS— ADULTERATED  SAMPLES— ACTION  TAKEN. 
continued. 


Article  Purchased 

Number 

Analysed 

Formal 

Samples 

Informal 

Samples 

Number 

Genuine 

Number 

|  Adulterated 

No.  of 

Sample 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Remarks  and  Action  Taken 

142 

166 

169 

153 

174 

175 

155 

156 
189 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

Below  standard  in  fat  and  non-fatty 
solids. 

Of  doubtful  quality — below  standard 
in  non-fatty  solids.  * 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids 
(2.6%  added  water). 

Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard.  \ 
Below  standard  in  fat.  / 

Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard. 

Formal  samples  166,  167  and  168  taken. 

Appeal  to  cow  samples  169  and  170  taken. 

Warning  letter  to  farmer. 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 
Formal  samples  172,  173,  174  and  175  taken. 

Warning  letter  to  farmer. 

Formal  samples  188  and  189  taken. 

Warning  letter  to  farmer. 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

157 

Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard. 

No  action  taken. 

Five  other  samples  taken  same  day  genuine. 

193 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

Formal  samples  genuine. 

195 

201 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

Formal  sample  201  taken. 

Warning  letter  to  farmer. 

207 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

Formal  sample  genuine. 

227 

228 

Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard,  q 
Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard.  / 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

Trp-rrpam  . 

14 

2 

12 

12 

2 

88 

Deficient  in  fat. 

Formal  sample  genuine. 

184 

Deficient  in  fat. 

Formal  sample  genuine. 

Beef  Sausage . 

8 

1 

7 

5 

3 

6 

Sample  contains  sulphur  dioxide. 

Preservative  notice  now  displayed. 

180 

Sample  contains  sulphur  dioxide. 

Manufacturer  warned. 

204 

Sample  contains  sulphur  dioxide. 

Manufacturer  warned. 

Pork  Sausage . 

7 

1 

6 

4 

3 

7 

Deficient  in  meat  content. 

Manufacturer  has  ceased. 

32 

64 

Deficient  in  meat  contend. 

Deficient  in  meat  content. 

Formal  sample  64  taken. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

RnLfprminL<;  . 

1 

1 

. 

1 

99 

Incorrectly  described  as  buttermints — 

Now  correctly  labelled. 

contained  only  1.27%  total  fat. 

-  —  - - - - - — — — — ™ 

- — 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS,  ACTS— ADULTERATED  SAMPLES— ACTION  TAKEN 


continued. 


Article  Purchased 

Number 

Analysed 

Formal 

Samples 

Informal 

Samples 

Number 

Genuine 

Number 

Adulterated 

No.  of 

Sample 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Remarks  and  Action  Taken 

Ground  Almonds  .... 

2 

1 

1 

100 

Product  entirely  cashew  nuts. 

Formal  sample  102  taken. 

102 

Product  entirely  cashew  nuts. 

Court  proceedings  taken. 

Defendants  fined 

Tea . 

2 

9 

o 

Coffee . 

2 

9 

9 

Coffee  and  chicory  essence .  .  .  . 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

. 

_ 

— 

Butter . 

1 

1 

1 

. 

Margarine . 

2 

2 

2 

Cooking  fat . 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

Lard . 

1 

1 

1 

Beef  Dripping .  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

Beef  suet . 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Sausage  meat . 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Custard  powder . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cornflour  . 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

- - 

Ground  rice . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

Cake  mixture . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Glace  cherries . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Vanilla  Essence . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Spices . 

4 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mustard . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

Cyder  Vinegar . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Malt  Vinegar . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

" 

Mint  in  Vinegar . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Fruit  Chutney . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- - 

— 

— 

Honey . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Golden  Syrup . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- - 

— 

— 

Marmalade . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Lemon  Curd . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

' 

Madeira  Cake . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

‘ 

Dressed  Crab . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  Cakes . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Salmon . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

' 

Chicken . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Stewed  Steak . 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

' 

Meat  Paste . . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

' 

Fish  Paste . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

■ 

Lemonade . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

" 

Aspirins . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

' 

Linctus  of  Codeine . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Compound  Glycerine  of  Thymo 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

■ 

Camphorated  Oil . 

Toffee . 

1 

1 

z 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rum . 

2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

" 

Whisky . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

' 
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APPENDIX  3.  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR. 


Animals  Slaughtered  at  Abattoir. 


YEAR 

BEASTS 

SHEEP 

CALVES 

PIGS 

TOTAL 

1948 

2,947 

9,867 

2,424 

44 

15,282 

1949 

3,407 

11,631 

2,082 

99 

17,219 

1950 

4,257 

13,049 

324 

444 

18,074 

1951 

4,026 

10,521 

329 

931 

15,807 

1952 

4,094 

14,278 

486 

1,830 

20,688 

1953 

3,754 

15,651 

387 

4,594 

24,386 

1954 

5,713 

16,858 

189 

12,724 

35,484 

1955 

3,812 

10,783 

281 

1 1 ,573 

26,449 

1956 

3,947 

12,220 

329 

9,910 

26,406 

1957 

4,764 

13,995 

353 

11,116 

30,228 

YEAR 

Total  Cattle 

slaughtered 

(including 

calves) 

Number 

affected 
with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

Percentage 

affected 

Total 

number 
of  pigs 
slaughtered 

Number 

affected 
with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

Percentage 

affected 

1948 

5,371 

461 

8.58 

44 

4 

9.09 

1949 

5,489 

826 

15.05 

99 

11 

11.11 

1950 

4,581 

1,239 

27.05 

444 

21 

4.73 

1951 

4,355 

1,315 

30.19 

931 

52 

5.58 

1952 

4,580 

1,126 

24.58 

1,830 

138 

7.54 

1953 

4,141 

1,405 

33.93 

4,594 

284 

6.18 

1954 

5,902 

982 

16.63 

12,724 

339 

2.66 

1955 

4,093 

306 

7.47 

11,573 

279 

2.41 

1956 

4,276 

347 

8.11 

9,910 

190 

1.91 

1957 

5,117 

422 

8.24 

11,116 

263 

2.36 
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APPENDIX  3.  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR — continued. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

No.  killed . 

4,269 

495 

353 

13,995 

11,116 

— 

No.  inspected . 

4,269 

495 

353 

13,995 

11,116 

— 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  &  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

Percentage  ol  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci . 

2 

18 

14 

23 

23 

. 

1,648 

122 

12 

269 

735 

— 

38.65 

28.28 

7.36 

2.08 

6.81 

Tuberculosis  Only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned .... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis. 

3 

6 

— 

— 

6 

— 

296 

117 

— 

— 

257 

— 

7.00 

24.84 

— 

— 

2.36 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration . 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned . 

19 

.  .  _ 

_ 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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APPENDIX  4. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 
(Including  Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


PREMISES 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Prosecutions 

(5) 

Factories  without  mechanical  power . 

111 

48 

3 

— 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  .  .  . 

219 

105 

2 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act,  including 

works  of  building  and  engineering  con- 

struction  but  not  including  outworkers' 

premises  . 

17 

19 

Total . 

347 

172 

5 

— 

Defects  ‘Found. 


particulars 


(i) 


Want  of  cleanliness . 

Overcrowding . 

Unreasonable  temperature . 

Inadequate  ventilation . 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 

(a)  Insufficient . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  .  .  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . . . . 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to 
Outwork) . 

Totals . 


Number  of  Defects 

No.  of  cases 
in  respect  of 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

4 

6 

V 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

" 

" 

- , 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

10 

15 

— 

— 

